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Rotorua N.Z.D.A. Branch Calendar 
Ring coordinators for more information. 
Phone numbers listed on inner back page. 
 
 
 

Calendar of the Club’s regular monthly events:  
Committee Meeting                 Last Monday of each month 
Range Shoots*                        3rd Sunday of each month 
Socials                                    4th Wednesday of each month 
Party Hunts**                          4th Weekend of each month 
 

* Regular Club Hunting & Trophy Shoots. For extra range shoots and 300 metre shoots 
please refer to Yearly Range Calendar. 
**Some Party Hunts may be on different dates, see programme.  

 

Our programme for this month: 
 
Party Hunts   Rusa hunt coming up.  Details will be released soon. 
                               
Socials Pizza night and air rifle shoot. 
 Wed, 25th April @ 7:30pm 
  Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms. 
 
Range Shoot  Range itinerary for 2012 in this issue: 
    Contact Malcolm Perry.        
             

 
Cover Photo: Upgraded Central Waiau Hut.  Refurbishments have just been completed 
by NZDA Rotorua members.  Other photos can be viewed on the website. 
 
If you have a photograph that would be suitable for the cover please contact the 
Newsletter editor, Elvis Bowring on 350 3230 or ebowring@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to: Konica Minolta (1190 Pukaki Street, Rotorua) for printing our newsletter.  The 
best address for quality and affordable copying and document solutions!  
 
Advertising prices: If you would like to advertise in this publication, costs are as follows:  
Full page $150 (for 11 issues) 
Half page  $75 (for 11 issues) 
Single issue adverts can be arranged if required. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

DISCLAIMER: As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not 
necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they conform to branch or national policy. 
The official publication of the NZDA is the ‘NZ Hunting and Wildlife’ 
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Presidents Report 
 
Hello there,  
Well as you are all aware Wednesday night 21st was the AGM for the club.  It was 
once again time to elect a new team to run the club.  I was impressed with the 
overall turnout and some new faces took time to turn-up and old acquaintances from 
the past were there to lend support.  From experiences of pervious AGMs this 
attendance was well supported.  Thanks to all who took the time to come along. 
 
Alex gave us an update on were the Game Council was at and also informed us on 
the issue of Aerially Assisted Trophy Hunting AATH [once known as Heli-Hunting] 
and that we as a Club and members of the hunting fraternity need to act and get 
submissions in before the 18 April.  We decided to hold a meeting on Wednesday 
night (11th April) to work on our submission as a group to send off under the 
guidance of Alex.  All are welcome to attend this meeting at the clubrooms at 
7:30pm. 
 
So the knew committee is almost as the old one with few name changes:  
President,   Colin Petersen 
Vice President,  Dennis Price 
Treasurer,   Ralph Price  
Secretary,   Elvis Boring 
Hunts Convenor,  Cliff Graham  
Committee Members: 
Range,          Malcolm Perry / Ron Marsden 

Scott Russell 
Murray Robson 
Rod Houghton 
Neil Fawcett 
Lance Price 

Tines Editor  Elvis/Scott. 
 
The committee all meet together on the 27th March; unfortunately some of us 
myself included were not able to attend as we were away in the scrub.  
 
Rodger Wotton who is new to the club has offered to assist with ideas to get more 
members along to clubs nights which will be great.  Alex McIvor has also offered to 
assist with the Party hunts and in particular heli hunts.  He is looking at Rusa hunt in 
the near future so stay posted. 
 
As stated, I have been in the bush and while I was away the hut repair crew were 
out at the Central Waiau Hut making us proud!  Photos are available on the website. 
 
Cheers  
Colin Petersen 
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NZDA SOCIAL(s) and PARTY HUNTS 
 

Pizza night and fun air rifle shoot. 
 
Due to the success of the event last year, it has been decided to repeat it.  Air 
rifle will be provided.  To be held at the clubrooms.  All welcome. 
 
Where: Neil Hunt Park Clubroom 
When: 25th April 2012 at seven thirty 
Cost:  Free (unless you want to buy a drink or two after the shooting). 
 
 
Volunteers/NZDA Rotorua Projects Updates 

 

Urewera Hut restoration - Central Waiau Hut 
Mission has been completed.  Thank you to the volunteers who helped out.  DOC 
seems to be very happy with what was accompanished.  Photos are available on 
the website for those who would like to see what we accomplished. 
 
 

Whirinaki Deer pen removal 
Waiting for word on the next lot of activities.  If you want any further information, or 
are able to help, please contact Colin or another committee member.   
 
 

Whirinaki Hut restoration 
If you would like to be involved in the Whirinaki Hut restoration, please contact Colin 
or any other committee member.  We will be doing one or two huts every year.  
Although we are working, there is ample time to get in some hunting as well. 
 
 

 

Wanted 
Good stories for newsletter. 

Any interesting articles. 
Any good photo’s of your hunting trips. 

Anything to buy or sell? 
Send to editor – nzdarotorua@gmail.com 

Or phone 021 066 7868 
 

 
 

 
NZDA ROTORUA WEBSITE IS ONLINE: 

 
CHECK OUT WWW.NZDAROTORUA.ORG.NZ 
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Range report March 2011 
 

Sunday 4th should have been a 300M match but I was at the National shooting week at 
Tokoroa so not sure if anyone shot. 
 
As far as the Nationals went it is surprising that the branch had seven shooters competing 
in several events, some of whom came home with medals and trophies. Hilary Heard won, 
ladies Rimfire and Centrefire trophies; Brenda Perry gained Silver medal in Silhouette 
match, the only event she shot  this year; Rod hill gained bronze medal in Rimfire 3P; and 
I gained gold medal in veterans class in centrefire. 
 
Sunday 18th was a R/F Silhouette match. This event was very well attended, 5 regular 
members, 1 new member, and a visitor, one of Hilary’s work friends. 
 
Scores for the day, Chickens Pigs  Turkeys Rams 

40M.  60M.  77M.  100M  Total. 
Hilary Heard  4  7  4  3  18 
Lyell Clare   7  4  5  1  17 
Malcolm Perry  4  4  1  3  12 
Paul Midgeley  3  3  1  3  10 
Lana Swart   2  2  3  1    8 
Malcolm Midgeley  2  1  2  1    6 
Aimee Klomp  3  2  1  0    6 
 
Although these scores might look low, it must be remembered that these targets are shot 
from the standing position in a time of 2min 30s for 5 targets. Also Aimee and Lana had 
not seen them before. The National record for a eighty shot match is 62, held by Brenda. 
Range keys: The new range keys for 2012-13 year have been available since 1st March, 
both keys will work till some time after 1st of April, so don’t be slow organizing your new 
key. They are available at present from Hunting and Fishing, Hamils and The outdoorsman 
for $20-00 plus showing your new membership card. 
Coming events: 
 
April; 
Sunday 15th Deer silhouette shoot, 300, 200, 100 & 50M 8 Rounds per run through.  
 
May; 
Sunday 6th (Mother’s day) 300M club shoot. 
Sunday 20th R/F metallic Silhouette shoot. 
 
June;  
Sunday 3rd (Queen’s Birthday) 300M club shoot. 
Sunday 17th Deer silhouette shoot. 
 
At last visit to the range about 20th March it was very pleasing to see it still nice and tidy, 
makes it much easier to run a shoot in tidy surroundings. Thanks one and all. 
 
Time to reload, Malcolm.
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Classifieds 

For sale 
tikka 243 - left hand - with leopold scope (3-9) 
option to buy re-loaded ammo 
for viewing or detailed info contact Cliff Graham at "the outdoorsman" or 
phone Maarten on 021 735 505 
$1700 o.n.o 
 

Wanted to buy 
No items wanted. 
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Head Office News 
GAME ANIMAL COUNCIL BILL 
To all New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association Members 
For far too long New Zealand hunters have been the bottom feeders of the hunting industry in New 
Zealand. Behind the commercial interests, shooting our valued game species for meat, heli-hunters 
picking the eyes out of our best trophy herds, the Department of Conservation’s policies to control and manage our 
resources, 1080 poison drops and search and destroy missions we have been left the crumbs of hunting. For the first 
time since 1929 and the formation of the Internal Affairs Department, NZ Forestry and then the Department of 
Conservation, we the hunters of NZ have the opportunity to have a say in how the resource we value so dearly is 
managed. The Game Animal Council Bill has had its first reading in parliament.  
Now is the time for us to put forward submissions to support the formation of the game animal council and to 
see it through the select committee stage. 
If we do not support this while we have the opportunity the future of our valued game species for future generations 
may look very bleak indeed. I for one do not want to be the person telling my grandchildren I had the opportunity to do 
something about it and did nothing. For the first time ever we have all of the stakeholders of the hunting industry 
singing from the same songbook. 

The formation of the game animal council should certainly go a long way to resolve the conflict situations 
that arise between the different stakeholders in hunting (hunters, farmers, commercial harvest companies and 
tourism). It will also most certainly address many of the issues that we face as hunters.  

Managing herds of special interest will enhance the opportunities for better trophies and improved animal health and 
quality e.g. the model used by The Fiordland Wapiti Foundation (FWF).  This is a highly successful example of game 
management, which relies solely upon goodwill and has no legislative security. 

The GAC will have a clear path to promote and enforce safety standards including hunter education and safe 
hunting practices. The GAC will be working towards making sure that you and I and all New Zealanders have the 
right to enjoy the outdoors and appreciate New Zealand’s natural heritage.  

A GAC that has the necessary regulatory framework, is inclusive of all interests and is adequately resourced may 
deliver significant conservation, recreational, cultural and economic benefits to New Zealand. 

I expect every member of New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association to get behind and promote the 
Game Animal Council by writing submissions in support of it. SUBMISSIONS CLOSE April 20 
2012 (you will need to get them in the mail prior to this date). 
The future of hunting in New Zealand is in your hands; don’t blow it by doing nothing. 

Yours sincerely       Tim McCarthy, National President 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Check out NZDA’s website:  
http://deerstalkers.org.nz/Site/Press_Releases/Press_Releases.aspx#game-animal-council-bill-
first-reading-speech for press releases, speeches, etc 
If you wish to make a submission on line please go to: https://www.parliament.nz/en-
NZ/OnlineSubmission/9/4/2/00WMOnlineSubmissionHelp1-Online-submission-help.htm and 
follow the instructions 
If you are typing or handwriting your submission you will need to supply two copies of your 
submission and use a stamp). Use your own words.  Keep it short (ONE PAGE Only) 
The letter that accompanies your written submission should include the following:  
Date                                                                                                                                                         
Submission on the Game Animal Council Bill 
To: The Secretary, Local Government & Environment Select Committee, Parliament Buildings, 
Wellington, 6160 
This is a personal submission from ------------ add your name and postal address, including post 
code 
I do (or do not) wish to appear before the committee to speak to my submission. +++++ 
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I can be contacted at:    Daytime contact telephone (including area code, ie (03) and 
your email address  
Signed  _________________________ 
 
+++ It is recommended that you let the select committee know that you wish to speak to 
your submission, even if you are not sure if that is the case at the time that you write it – you can 
withdraw this option, however you cannot add it later. This does not mean you have to read it out, 
just expand on the point(s) you’ve made.  It is most likely a conference telephone call will be 
made, and it will probably take place during working hours. 
Then your submission should include: 

 A brief background - Say who you are, ie 50-year-old recreational hunter who loves the 
back country and likes looking for wild animals for hunting, the areas that you hunt etc 

 Mention your NZDA membership and an active hunter etc 
 Other members of my family hunt and we all enjoy the outdoor experience and the food 

that our hunting activities 
Then say that you support the Establishment Committee’s recommendations for the 
necessary provisions of the Bill because: (use some of the following suggestions; change them 
into your own words) 
I strongly support the Establishment Committee’s recommendations. Those recommendations 
were made after an extensive consultation process in which hunters overwhelming stated what 
they wanted! They represented the best way forward in establishing a Game Animal Council that 
has the necessary structure and functions to deliver benefits to hunting and game animals 
 
I request that the select committee recommend that the bill be amended to bring it back into line 
with how the Establishment Committee proposed the Game Animal Council be established 
 
The GAC will set up a Council whereby myself as a hunter will have a statutory organisation that 
is directly responsible for a better say in the management of  our deer, tahr chamois and wild pigs. 
This will be an organisation that I am part of and that I have real input into how it is run and what it 
does. This is not the case under the current system 
As a hunter I recognise the need for the numbers of game animals to be controlled and believe 
that through the GAC this could be done more effectively and more efficiently whilst providing 
better hunting opportunities for myself and my family 
Current legislation and policy focuses solely on our recreational animals as pests and takes little 
account of the recreational and resource value derived from their existence in New Zealand 
Emphasis should be on a management regime recognising the historical, cultural, nutritional and recreational value of 
these animals, while not neglecting the environmental responsibilities that come with managing such a resource 

GAC will be able to advise and make recommendations to the Minister of Conservation to 
undertake management functions to improve the hunters’ experience hunting the herds of special 
interest and in specific locations designated by the minister, improving the management of deer, 
tahr, chamois, and wild pigs and better hunting opportunities  
GAC will represent the views and interests of the sector, liaising between hunters, sector groups, 
local authorities and private landowners, the New Zealand Conservation Authority, conservation 
boards and government to improve hunting opportunities.  
GAC will also be able to inform and educate the hunting sector, promote firearms safety, 
education and training initiatives; raise awareness and advocate for the hunting sector; and 
conduct research into game animals and their management 
Other issues that need to be addressed in your submission:   
The Minister should have the ability to designate any deer, tahr, chamois or wild pig to be a game 
animal on public conservation land. Private landowners should be able to consent to animals on 
their land also being designated as game animals. 
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The Council should consist of 12 members plus an independent chairperson. At least 50% of the 
Council should be from recreational hunting interests to reflect that most management will be on 
public land. 
Powers of the Minister that may be delegated to the Council and the functions of the Council must 
reflect the whole of sector management and empower the Council with the necessary 
management ability. 
GAC must be able to generate funds from the whole sector so that funding is fair and equitable 
across the sector. This will remove the need to seek government contributions. 
The proposed funding by government and a levy on exported trophies is too limited. The reliance 
on the trophy hunting sector to substantially fund the GAC is a guarantee of a new source of 
friction and would sabotage the stated objective of reducing conflict within the hunting sector. 
Offences and penalties must be clear, easily and cost effectively enforceable to address the 
inadequacies of the old law. Strict liability and instant penalties are the most appropriate. 
‘Enforcement officers’ should be renamed ‘rangers’ and appointed by the GAC in the same 
manner as Fish & Game field officers and honorary rangers. DOC has little credibility within the 
hunting sector and rangers should be seen as working for the GAC and not for DOC.  

 
 
 

 
 

SEE ME FOR 
BEST PRICES, BEST SERVICE, BEST REPAIRS 
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HELI-HUNTING or AERIALLY ASSISTED TROPHY HUNTING (AATH)  
The Associate Minister of Conservation, the Hon Peter Dunne, made a decision regarding the 16 AATH 
applications currently with the department for AATH activities for the Hooker/Landsborough, Adams and Olivine 
Wilderness Areas. His decision (which is for 2 years rather than the 10 years sought) along with other relevant 
information can be found at http://www.doc.govt.nz/about-doc/news/issues/aerially-assisted-trophy-hunting/ 

Check out NZDA’s website http://deerstalkers.org.nz/Site/Submissions/Heli-Hunting/Heli-
Hunting_Submissions.aspx      

Submissions close April 18 2012 
What YOU can do to oppose this, and how you can make your submission EFFECTIVE 
Writing a submission 
Keep it short – not more than one page. One idea or statement per sentence. 

Address your submission to:  
The Director General, Department of Conservation, Private Bag 4175, CHRISTCHURCH 8140 
(For Jenny Williams) 

Don’t forget to put YOUR address and contact details below the recipient’s address – otherwise the submission 
is not counted as it is not valid 

Provide your name and a brief background - Say who you are, ie 24 year-old recreational hunter who loves the 
back country and likes looking for wild animals for hunting, etc 

Mention your NZDA membership, Mountain Safety Council, HUNTS, Search and Rescue, volunteer work 
involvement, but no more than one paragraph 

Mention you are an active hunter and how much you value the wilderness areas and national parks 

Say why you don’t think much of AATH; tell them you are opposed to AATH in any form and include comments 
as below: 

You already know that having your valley ‘buzzed’ by a low-flying aircraft frightens the heck out of the 
animals, making them MUCH harder for you to find 

Because you think it is cruel to chase animals around before shooting them 

Your love for the back country comes from the feeling of solitude, absence of traffic noise 

Sharing the company of like-minded friends, and is ruined by the operation of low-flying aircraft  

Scientists Parkes and Tustin (1989) estimate that about 2% of the tahr population are adult males with 
trophy horns of at least 12 inches, which equates to 200 of the 10,000 herd. AATH applicants don’t 
seem to accept this limitation, hence their expectations are unsustainable  

NZDA, like Forest & Bird and conservation boards believe that national parks and wilderness areas are 
firstly for the New Zealand public to enjoy, not for businesses to utilise 

You could also use some of the lines in the letter that was sent to you November 7th with your ban heli-hunting 
sticker, ie but put them in your own words, ie 

AATH is not a suitable activity in wilderness areas as it does not fit the definition for these areas as set 
out in the Conservation Management Strategies (CMSs) 

The increase of helicopter activity, irregular landings and low level flying negates the values associated 
with wilderness areas as stated in the CMSs  

AATH harms the international reputation of New Zealand and is seen as an unethical practice and is not 
condoned anywhere else in the world 

AATH causing resentment among tramping, climbing and fishing recreationalists, who seek a wilderness 
experience free from noise and disturbance 

DOC has no mandate to sell hunting rights on wilderness areas 

 

If you can, offer to speak to your submission.  
This does not mean you have to read it out, just expand on the point(s) you’ve made. It is most likely a 
conference telephone call will be made, and it will probably take place during working hours.  
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Other suggestions from Shaun Moloney, heli-hunting subcommittee are below for use in your 
submission. He suggests using any or all of the following points to include in your submission 

 That heli-hunting or AATH or as it now known is inconsistent with the objectives of the  Wild Animal 
Control Act (WAC) and threatens coordination of hunting measures under section  4, subsection 2 (a)  & 
2 (b) 

 That the 2010-2011 seasons were sufficient to gather information and evaluate AATH as a management 
tool.  AATH fails in this respect. 

 The national parks and wilderness areas are high value and not suitable for further information gathering 
if the effectiveness of AATH as an animal control agent is in doubt the only responsible decision is to 
decline the applications 

 The AATH/heli-hunter’s have taken 109 trophy animals from the wilderness areas and national parks 
and failed to maintain the required 5:1 male female cull ration taking only 391 females despite being 
given free rein to remove them as efficiently as possible. 

 Recreational ground hunters have culled 845 animals in national parks and wilderness areas in the last 
8 months compared to the low AATH tally of 391 animals. Recreational ground hunting is superior to 
AATH for animal control and needs to be supported.  Recreational ground hunting is a valid alternative 
to AATH 

 That removal of females in the wilderness areas by AATH operators did conflict and threaten 
coordinated hunting measures by impacting recreational ground hunting activity in the area  

 AATH reinforces helicopter avoidance and encourages animal behaviour modification creating difficulties 
in animal control.   

 AATH creates animal habitat modification forcing tahr off the open tussock and into the scrub impacting 
previously less browsed vegetation with its negative or unknown implications for previously unbrowsed 
vegetative health. 

 AATH operators have not supplied information in the application addressing possible behaviour 
modification and its vegetative impact for consideration by the decision maker. 

 Continual sub lethal AATH over flights are inferior  to best practice ‘pulse control’ as previously used by 
DOC on search and destroy control operations 

 Removal of animals by AATH operators does not in itself support a claimed conservation benefit if their 
removal could be achieved by other means consistent with section  4, subsection 2 (a)  & 2 (b) of the 
Wild Animal Control Act (WAC).    

 Unless the AATH hunters application provides supporting evidence describing AATH as consistent with 
the objectives of the WAC and does not threaten coordination of hunting measures under section  4, 
subsection 2 (a)  & 2 (b)of the Wild Animal Control Act the decision maker must decline the application. 

 If the decision maker declines the applications in the wilderness areas the current 2011 requirements for 
spider tracking and activity reporting must be continued for all AATH operators in all areas into 2012 to 
ensure compliance. 

These are secondary and not relevant to the hearing but may be important personal beliefs so feel free to add 
them after picking primary points (this list includes but is not limited to): 

• The exclusive access gained by a select group of guides over the general public 
• The loss of intrinsic values and natural quiet in the wilderness areas 
• The widespread opposition to AATH from the general public.  When the will of the people is counter to a 

law as interpreted by the Minister of Conservation it is the law that must change not the will of the 
people. 

• AATH is not a long term sustainable hunting management tool 
• The trophy hunting tourism markets primary customers do not wish to use AATH 
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     ROTORUA – TAUPO 
   www.hamillsonline.co.nz 
 

www.hamillsonline.co.nz  Freephone 0800 270 222 
 
 

 
Howa Ranchland Rifles for the Roar 
 
- Hogue stock 
- Stainless Barrel 
- Threaded 
- 3-9x40 Nikko Scope 
- Calibres – 223, 243, 7mm-08 and 308. 
 
$999 
 
Less your discount!! 
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    ROTORUA 
 

UNDER ARMOUR has all the layers covered this winter 
 

Men’s Coldgear UA Base 2.0 Longsleeve Crew $129.99 
Mid-weight protection for colder conditions and a variety of activity levels 
 

Men’s UA Hondo Mountain ¼ Zip Jacket $159.99 
Ultra lightweight microfleece providing superior warmth and moisture transport to 
keep you dry and comfortable 
 

Men’s UA Armour Stealth Hunting Rain Jacket $329.99 
(green or $369.99 realtree) 
ArmourStorm 100% waterproof fabrication remains breathable and keeps you 
completely dry 
 

Men’s UA Armour Stealth Rain Pant $329.99 
ArmourStorm 100% waterproof fabrication remains breathable and keeps you 
completely dry 
 

For more information, see page 150 of your H&F Autumn 2012 catalogue. 
 

Rotorua Hunting and Fishing, Cnr Lake Road & Fairy Springs Road, ROTORUA, 
Ph 07 349 6303. 
 
 

In the news 
 

REPOROA MAN DIES ON HUNTING TRIP – THE DAILY POST (10 APRIL 2012)  
 

A Reporoa man has died while on a hunting trip with friends in the Kaimanawa 
Forest Park. 
 

Senior Constable Barry Shepherd of the Taupo police said the 56-year-old died last 
night while on a hunting trip near the Old Quarry off Clements Mill Rd in the 
Kaimanawa Forest Park. 
 

He was with two other men making their way to a hut in the park when he felt unwell 
and stopped for a rest. After the two companions reached the hut, one of them went 
back to find him, but he died soon afterwards, Mr Shepherd said. The death is not 
suspicious and has been reported to the Coroner. 
 

Police and a paramedic using the Youthtown Rescue Helicopter recovered the 
man's body last night. 
 

Meanwhile, a 48-year-old Taupo man was found safe and well just after midnight 
today after he was reported overdue on the W2K mountainbike track between 
Whakaipo Bay and Kinloch, west of Taupo. 
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Two track maintenance crew on quad bikes and a friend of the missing biker riding a 
mountainbike went out to look for him, while the effort was co-ordinated by the 
Taupo police. 
 

Mr Shepherd said the missing man was reported overdue at 10.15pm, after setting 
out from home at 4.30pm and not coming home when expected. He had 
underestimated the time needed to ride the track and ran out of daylight. With the 
darkness in the bush it was impossible to continue so he waited until he was found, 
Mr Shepherd said. 
 

Also last night, a group of several Malaysian students were reported overdue on the 
Tongariro Alpine Crossing. Two of the group arrived at the Ketetahi road end by 
dark but when the rest of their group had not arrived by 8.30pm 
they were reported overdue. A radio call to the Ketetahi DOC Hut Warden 
established the group was there, and they decided to continue in the dark. They had 
enough torches among them and were expected at the road end by midnight. 
 

Mr Shepherd said it transpired the group had made very slow progress over the 
mountain, so the trip took much longer than planned. 
 

Last night a 19-year-old Hamilton man was rescued by the Youthtown Rescue 
Helicopter crew, after he cut his wrist while butchering a deer near his camp in the 
Oamaru Valley in the Kaimanawa Forest Park. He activated his personal locater 
beacon after the 5.30pm mishap and was in Taupo Hospital by 9.30pm. He was 
treated and later discharged. 
 

Early this morning Taupo police and a St John Paramedic on the Youthtown rescue 
helicopter found a hunter at the source of a personal locator beacon activation in the 
Manganuiohou River, west of Lake Waikaremoana. The hunter had been lost for 
two nights. He was winched out of the bush and reunited with his hunting 
companions at their campsite. 
 

Police urge people to plan well for their trips into the outdoors, take suitable 
equipment, know how to use it, and never overestimate your ability. 
 
 

LATE HUNTER SPARKS SEARCH BY ANITA MORAN – THE DAILY POST (03 APRIL 2012)  
 

Hunters and trampers are being reminded to let people know where they are going 
and when they are due back after a missing hunter sparked a search and rescue 
call out. 
 

Detective Sergeant John Wilson of the Rotorua police Search and Rescue squad 
said officers were called about 11.30am on Sunday and told about an overdue pig 
hunter. 
 

He said the Rotorua man, in his 40s, had gone for a hunt by himself on Saturday 
afternoon and failed to return on Saturday night as planned. 
 

"Information as to his likely destination was scant, with only general localities where 
he may have gone known to friends and next of kin," Mr Wilson said. 
 

"Because of this police elected to deploy a fixed-wing aircraft to search for the 
hunter's vehicle, a grey Toyota Hilux." 
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He said the Minginui area, east of Murupara, was searched using both the aircraft 
and four-wheel drive vehicles. 
 

"About 2.30pm police were told the hunter's dogs had been found by another hunter 
at Waipunga, in the south of Kaingaroa Forest, which led to the search being re-
focused in that area." 
 

Mr Wilson said police found the hunter's vehicle about 3pm on South Rd in Minginui. 
 

"He was safe and well but had chosen to remain in the bush longer than planned in 
order to locate some of his hunting dogs that had gone missing the previous day." 
 

Mr Wilson said although the hunter was well prepared, he did not follow good 
practice by telling other family members of his intended destination. 
 

He said this incident highlighted the importance of following the Outdoor Safety 
Code. 
 

"Everyone using the outdoors should always follow the Outdoor Safety Guide." 
 

Key points include: 
•  Plan your trip. 
•  Tell someone where you are going and when you will return so they know when to 
raise the alarm. 
•  Be aware of the weather. 
•  Know your limits. 
•  Take sufficient supplies including food, clothing and a means of communication. 
 
 

HUNTER WHO SHOT MATE ADMITS CHARGE – STUFF.CO.NZ (02 APRIL 2012)  
 

A Wanaka man today admitted careless use of a firearm, resulting in the death of 
his close friend, while hunting in December.  
 

Dougal Fyfe, 23, was killed when friend Reuben Kenneth James Burke, 24, mistook 
him for a deer.  
 

In the Queenstown District Court yesterday Burke was supported by friends and 
family, including the Fyfe family, when he entered the plea.  
 

A police summary of facts said the two men and another friend had attended a 
Christmas barbecue on December 18 and decided to go eeling and fishing.  
 

They later decided to go rabbit hunting and were returning from that venture at 
about 1.30am when they spotted a deer.  
 

Burke shot at the deer from the ute they were travelling in then went to look for it.  
 

Believing Fyfe was behind him he again shot at what he believed to be the deer.  
 

He walked over and discovered Fyfe on the ground. When he moved him into the 
recovery position he saw the gunshot wound to his head.  
 

A police breath test on Burke on the night did not record any alcohol.  
 

Judge Kevin Phillips ordered an emotional harm report and victim impact report 
before sentencing in the Queenstown District Court on May 14.  
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© Fairfax NZ News 
 
 

FIORDLAND: NZ'S NEWEST THEME PARK? BY LEEANA TAMATI OF SOUTHLAND EXPRESS – 
NZHERALD.CO.NZ (04 APRIL 2012)  
 

Fiordland National Park is at risk of being turned into a theme park if a proposed 
monorail through the Snowdon Forest goes ahead, a hearing in Invercargill was told 
yesterday. 
 

Riverstone Holding Ltd wants to build the $150 million, 43km monorail from the Kiwi 
Burn entrance near Mavora Lakes to Te Anau Downs. 
 

The Department of Conservation has indicated it will approve the concession, 
subject to public submissions. 
 

All 19 submitters at the hearing, chaired by Graeme Ayres, opposed it. 
 

Reasons for the opposition were destruction of ecological values, natural 
remoteness and solitude and the adverse effects on recreational use of the area. 
 

Hunter Glen Dean said the monorail would destroy pristine natural areas which 
were easily accessible but still felt completely remote. 
 

"This is a wilderness area that's accessible to, in particular, locals, and this monorail 
concept is not something we want. I despise turning our conservation land into a 
theme park like Disneyland." 
 

Venture Southland group manager enterprise and strategic projects Steve Canny 
said the monorail could damage New Zealand's good reputation for tourism, 
because Fiordland's World Heritage status could be lost. 
 

A large amount of infrastructure in a relatively unmodified area would reduce the 
significance of the area, he said. 
 

"The national park is held for specific purposes. Building monorail type facilities and 
infrastructure through this area is not at the core of why the land was held and 
protected." 
 

Fish and Game Southland and Otago representative Jacob Smyth said the 
recreational use in the conservation area, such as hunting and fishing would be 
significantly affected by potential restrictions around the area of the monorail. 
 

A lack of information in the application was raised by many submitters, who said 
without sufficient information, significant effects on the ecology in the area would 
remain unknown. 
 

Outdoor education teacher Paul King said there would be no way to mitigate 
destroying hectares of vegetation and destroying the values of the land. 
 

The Southland District Council senior policy analyst Wayne Heerdegen said the 
council was also concerned about the lack of information in the application. 
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"The Department of Conservation has allowed a rather skewed assessment of the 
application, with lower levels of information being given to both the public and the 
department itself." 
 

Of the 315 submissions, 27 support the proposal. 
 

- Otago Daily Times 
 
CALL FOR MORE 1080 USE – BY NEIL REID – STUFF.CO.NZ (26 MARCH 2012)  
 

Extensive recovery plans for our most-endangered native species and an increase 
in the use of 1080 are among an action plan conservation advocates have 
presented to John Key's cabinet.  
 

Royal Forest & Bird NZ - which has 70,000 supporters in 50 branches nationwide - 
submitted a 43-page briefing to all incoming ministers last month.  
 

General manager Mike Britton said the document outlined "policies, hopes, 
campaigns and aspirations" covering the next 18 months and beyond, including a 
call for the government to increase the number of recovery plans for endangered 
native species.  
 

That figure now stands at 2 per cent of our most at-risk species, compared with 85 
per cent formulated by the American government for its endangered species.  
 

"The whole Wildlife Act is out of date, and requires reform," Forest & Bird's 
document says. "We have been working with the Green Party to develop a Wildlife 
Amendment (Threatened Species Protection) Member's Bill, which would require 
recovery plans for all threatened species."  
 

Forest & Bird's briefing paper also said the continued use of 1080 poison was 
crucial to ongoing conservation attempts.  
 

Critics of 1080 claim the poison is killing native birds and animals, pets and livestock 
and poisoning waterways.  
 

Forest & Bird's paper noted 1080 did cause "some mortality" among native species.  
 

But Britton said it was the "only tool we have" to cost-effectively kill predators over 
large and remote areas.  
 

One aerial application was capable of killing 98 per cent of possums and 90 per 
cent of rats in the targeted area.  
 

"Most of our native species are threatened in some way or another by four legs and 
fur," he said. "If we can see pest control every six years, we know species will 
survive. If we can see it done every three years, we know numbers will increase. If 
it's not done, we know the forests will become silent and the bird species will go."  
 

Forest & Bird's priorities also include declining consent for mining access on the 
Denniston plateau, taking steps to guarantee the protection of endangered New 
Zealand sea lions, and establishing a comprehensive independent inquiry into the 
grounding of the container ship Rena off Tauranga last year.  
 

Britton said he hoped the government would act on their concerns.  
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"We are not necessarily against stuff, but our role is to say, these are the 
implications for nature. We believe in collaboration, but it is up to other groups to 
recognise there are issues with the industries they are sponsoring."  
 

- © Fairfax NZ News 
 
 

 
 
 

 
If you currently receive a postal copy of this newsletter and would like to 
receive an electronic (pdf) version instead, please drop me a line with 
your email address.   
 

Electronic copies are delivered faster, are cheaper to produce and are 
better for the environment.   
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Club Contacts   
Postal address:  PO Box 857, Rotorua 
Email:   nzdarotorua@gmail.com  web: www.nzdarotorua.org.nz  
 

Patron   Des Jenkins 
Honorary Solicitor Barry Rodgers    
Life Members  Des Jenkins 

Rod Houghton  Ph 332 2577 
Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
Owen Rumble    
Gary Winslade 

Honorary Member  Ross Burton 
Investment Trustees Cliff Graham 
    Rod Houghton 
    Ralph Price 
     

Branch Executive 
President   Colin Petersen  Ph 343 9481 
Vice President   Dennis Price  Ph 348 4343 
Treasurer   Ralph Price   Ph 357 2786 
Secretary   Elvis Bowring  Ph 350 3230 
Hunts Convenor  Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 

Murray Robson  Ph 345 5160 
 

Committee Members 
Range   Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
Socials    Scott Russell  Ph 343 9383 
Search and Rescue Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 
Webmaster   Ralph Price   Ph 357 2786 
Tines Editor                 Elvis/Scott   Ph 350 3230/343 9383 
    Neil Fawcett   Ph 350 2233 
    Lance Price   Ph 333 1625 

Rod Houghton  Ph 332 2577 
 
 

Range Keys 
Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range must be a 
CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER of the Branch and must obtain a key from Hamills, 
Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters at a cost of $20.00 per year.  Your membership card must 
be produced at the time of key purchase.  Keys may not be lent or passed on to other persons, 
whether they are members or not.  Non-Members can only enter the Range if accompanied by a 
current Financial Member. Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the 
committee.  
 
 

Membership Costs (Rotorua Branch) 
Senior = $90 (full benefits at local and national branch level) 
Associate = $60 (Unable to vote or enter national competitions. Does not receive H&W) 
Junior = $25 (Must be less than 18 years of age as at March 1st 2011.  Full benefits apart from voting rights.) 
Student = $40 (Must be attending a tertiary institute or undergoing an apprenticeship.  Proof must be provided.) 
Superannuant = $50 (Over 65 as at March 1st 2011. Full benefits) 
Family = $5 (Children or grandchildren) 
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