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Next Social: Connor McKenzie will be speaking - 
gold coin donation at door 
 

 
 

“The Tines”  
Rotorua Branch Newsletter September 2010 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 2

Rotorua N.Z.D.A. Branch Calendar 
Ring coordinators for more information. 
Phone numbers listed on inner back page. 
 
 
 
             

Calendar of the Club’s regular monthly events:  
Committee Meeting                 Last Monday of each month 
Range Shoots*                        3rd Sunday of each month 
Socials                                    4th Wednesday of each month 
Party Hunts**                          4th Weekend of each month 

* Regular Club Hunting & Trophy Shoots. For extra range shoots and 300 metre shoots 
please refer to Yearly Range Calendar. 
**Some Party Hunts may be on different dates, see programme.  

Our programme for this month: 
 
Party Hunts   Party hunt – Boating/fishing social.  Still to be 

confirmed.  If interested, please contact a committee 
member. 

                               

Socials Connor McKenzie, author of Hunters, Rogues & Heroes 
at the Neil Hunt Park Club-rooms from 7.30pm– Gold 
coin donation for entry.   

  October 27th, 7:30pm  
  Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms, Tarawera Road, Rotorua. 
 

Range Shoot  Range itinerary for 2010 in this issue: 
    Contact Malcolm Perry.                    
 
Cover Photo: Colin with his first eel he caught in the Kaipo stream in the Kaimanawas.  
Colin had tried a variety of systems on a number of trips into the Kaimanawas to hook an 
eel without much luck.  He was excited when he caught this one while staying overnight 
near the Kaipo swing bridge.  This was caught earlier this year. 
 
If you have a photograph that would be suitable for the cover please contact the 
Newsletter editor, Elvis Bowring on 350 3230 or ebowring@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to: Konica Minolta (1190 Pukaki Street, Rotorua) for printing our newsletter.  The 
best address for quality and affordable copying and document solutions!  
 
Advertising prices: If you would like to advertise in this publication, costs are as follows:  
Full page $150 (for 11 issues) 
Half page  $75 (for 11 issues) 
Single issue adverts can be arranged if required. 
 
DISCLAIMER: As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not 
necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they conform to branch or national policy. 
The official publication of the NZDA is the ‘NZ Hunting and Wildlife’ 
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Presidents Report 
 
Winter does not seem to want to let go, we have had some days that have 
resembled spring which hopefully gets the grass growing in the bush. We finally got 
a team of 12 people out in the bush to remove the deer traps after 3 months of 
trying. We have not been able to get two nice days on a weekend for so long I did 
not think it was going to happen. 12 hardy souls meet at the Okahu road end hoping 
the helicopter would pick us up, in between the squally showers sun and blustery 
wind it managed to. The first six people were flown in groups of three to the 
Mangakahika hut to pull out the deer pens north and south of the hut. Scotty 
managed to take GPS way points of their locations when we flew over; they came in 
very handy when we were on the ground looking for them. 
 
The next eager crew of six was flown to a large deer pen that had three sections in 
it; they camped on the clearing for the night. Over the weekend we managed to pull 
out three deer pens completely and secure the fencing on the gates ready to be 
flown out. It was hard work but the company was great, the surroundings 
magnificent and we even managed to get a couple of deer. I would like to thank all 
of the people that set time aside to help out at short notice, it was great to see 
everyone put in 100% and come out with big smiles; it’s very satisfying to put back 
into the sport we hold so dear. 
 
We have targeted November to pull out another three deer pens in the Te Hoe area 
within the Whirinaki Forest Park, the notice will be short to try and get a good 
weekend. We will look for 12 keen people again so if you want to register your 
interest let me know on 348 4496. 
 
For the social this month Connor McKenzie writer of Hunters, Rogues and Heroes 
will be coming to the Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms Wednesday 27th October at 
7.30pm. Connor is an ex deer culler and writes in the Outdoor magazine, there will 
be a gold coin donation at the door. 
 
We have a big new addition to the clubrooms in the form of a 50” flat screen TV, we 
will have a social night watching hunting DVD’s to try it out, the sound is awesome 
too. Thanks to MSC for paying for most of it. 
 
Happy safe hunting  
 
Darryn 
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NZDA SOCIAL 
 
 

Guest speaker: Connor McKenzie:  
 

At Rotorua Deerstalkers Club Rooms 

Neil Hunt Park, 27th October, 7.30pm 
 

Author of Hunters, Rogues and Heroes and regular contributor and 
artist of Connor’s Handy Hints and Connors Corner from NZ 
Outdoor Hunting.   
 
All welcome.  Come and hear some of wild tales from the man 
himself. 
 
Note: Gold coin donation at door. 
 

Wanted 
Good stories for newsletter. 

Any interesting articles. 
Any good photo’s of your hunting trips. 

Send to editor – nzdarotorua@gmail.com 
Or phone 021 066 7868 

 
 
If you currently receive a postal copy of this newsletter and would like to 
receive an electronic (pdf) version instead, please drop me a line with 
your email address.   
 
Electronic copies are delivered faster, are cheaper to produce and are 
better for the environment.   
 
 
 
 
 

NZDA ROTORUA WEBSITE IS ONLINE: 
 

CHECK OUT WWW.NZDAROTORUA.ORG.NZ 
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Rotorua Range Report for September 2010 
 
Due to the continued bad weather conditions, September shoots did not get off the 
ground, although there was an entry for 300M shooting on the5th, which may have 
been a solo effort. 
 
Coming Events: 
16th & 17th October Central Regional Championships. 
 
November 7th 300M club shoot. 
 
PLEASE NOTE: 
RANGE IS BOOKED FOR INTERNATIONAL COMPETITION NOVEMBER 19TH 
TO 21ST AND THE PISTOL CLUB HAVE A REQUEST TO BOOK IT ON 22ND. 
 
Members are also advised they may encounter members of the service rifle 
organization on the range setting up equipment and practicing on Labour weekend 
and/or the weekend of October 30 -31st. 
 
They have indicated they would not mind people showing an interest in what they 
are about. 
 
December: 
5th Sunday 300m club shoot. 
12th Sunday Our annual family fun day with .22 cal rifles and (B.B.Q. after) to be 
confirmed at next committee meeting. 
 
And so the end of the year is not far away, I will endeavor to have next years 
program  in the Nov. N/L. 
 
Time to reload. 
 
Malcolm 
 

ROTORUA DEER STALKERS 2010 RANGE CALENDAR 
Date  Day Shoot 
Oct 16th & 

17th 
Sat and 
Sun 

Central Regional Championships. 

Nov 7th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 21st Sunday C/F deer silhouette shoot. 
Dec 5th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 12th Sunday Christmas shoot. 
N.Z.D.A. and all range matters contact: malcolmperry@clear.net.nz (348 4473) 
Smallbore shoots, contact: Jon Abbott on 345 7112 
300m shoots, contact: Patricia Law/Don Robertson 362 7725 
 

This program is only provisional as some dates may be altered/revised.   
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Centre Fire Field Shoot by Malcolm Gillice 
26-9-2010 
 
After all the cold wet weather, we had a nice fine day for the shoot, with just a little 
wind. We had 10 shooters plus several spectators for the event.  
 
From comments during and after the shoot, all enjoyed themselves and the 
challenge. The event was designed as a practical hunter shoot, using the contour of 
the land to simulate a wide variety of shots, at varying distances and elevations. 
Some targets had time constraints imposed with a follow up shot at a second bonus 
target. 
 
Some statistics from the shoot: Average scoring target distance 168m (a little longer 
than usual). The hardest scoring target was 190m, move forward, load and shoot in 
15 seconds. The next hardest targets were 117m standing, and the last 340m 
target. Of the bonus targets (not including the 525m one) the hardest was the 6” one 
at 340m. This was mainly because you had to hit the scoring target with your first 
shot to get a shot at the bonus target. The easiest scoring target was the first 150m 
target followed by the 133m steep up hill target. Scoring targets were a 10” square 
to replicate the vital heart/lung area of a deer. The scoring system (5points 1st 
round hit, 3points 2nd round hit) rewards first round hits in a vital area. This is what 
we, as hunters should strive for in order to humanely dispatch the animals we hunt. 
We hope to hold another shoot here early in the New Year. 
 
A big vote of thanks to Simon, for running and bringing the shoot to us, and to 
Dennis, for providing Woodstock as a venue. 
 
Malcolm Gillice 
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Volunteers/NZDA Rotorua Projects Updates 
 

Whirinaki Deer pen removal 
First three pens have been done (see story below).  Need volunteers for the second 
flyin.  If you can help, please call Darryn.  Proposed fly in will be soon.  There will be 
short notice as dates are determined by the pilot, weather and helicopter availability.  
 

If you want any further information, or are able to help, please contact Darryn or 
another committee member.   
 

Whirinaki Hut restoration 
If you would like to be involved in the Whirinaki Hut restoration, please contact 
Darryn or any other committee member.  We will be doing one or two huts every 
year.  Although we are working, there is ample time to get in some hunting as well. 
 
Whirinaki Deer pen removal – 9 October fly in by Elvis Bowring 
 

It was the Friday before the fly in.  We had been told that it was definitely on but the weather 
forecast was not looking pretty.  My mate Grant had just driven over from his farm in the country to 
give him that extra hours sleep in the morning.  Neil arrived and we were off to the supermarket to 
buy last minute supplies for the trip.   
 

Gear was collected and checked.  I got my rifle out of the gun cabinet and checked down the 
barrel for obstructions.  On this occasion, I found one!  I should say that my 7mm-08 is fully 
suppressed so there is a bit of room for something to get stuck up the barrel but this was the first 
time it has ever happened.  I got out my rod and cloth and tried to get out what I though must be 
an insect.  To my surprise the object was solid.  I took the suppressor off and shock it around only 
have a .22 casing fall out.  That would have been a nasty surprise if I had not checked and pulled 
the trigger.  
 

Saturday morning.  The alarm went off at 5am.  Outside the nice warm bed was the sound of rain.  
Oh well, got to get up.  I dragged myself out of bed and woke up another volunteer, Grant.  Thirty 
minutes to have breakfast, pack gear in the truck and be off to meet everyone at the NZDA 
clubrooms by 6am.  Neil arrived at 5:30am on the dot and we were off. 
 

We arrived at the NZDA headquarters right on six (had to stop at BP for coffee’s first of course).  It 
was still raining hard.  A group of NZDA volunteers were standing on the deck watching the 
weather.  Was it still on?  Darryn was still not there.  A few minutes later, he arrived with a 4wd full 
of volunteers.  “Its still on” he says.   
 

We split into teams of three (with one of two), loaded our gear into 4wds and headed off to DOC 
Murupara.  Matt from DOC was waiting for us there, along with another volunteer, Mel.  “Pilot 
won’t be coming until 8:30 at the earliest so go inside and make a cup” Matt says.  Mel joined the 
11 volunteers from NZDA Rotorua making a total working group of 12.  Not a bad effort for such 
crappy weather, and the exact number that the pilot had asked for.    
 

The warm cuppa was good and lifted spirits.  Matt tried to get hold of the pilot to confirm if it was 
still happening, but couldn’t get through.  “He must be flying”.  We loaded back into the vehicles 
and headed off to the Okahu Valley heli pad in the Whirinaki to see if our chopper would show.   
 

The weather was even worse at Okahu.  There were wind gusts and the rain got heavier.  After 
debating whether he would show for 30 minutes, the rain stopped, the sun popped out and a 
helicopter could be heard – it was on. 
 

The plan of attack was to for each three person team to get dropped into a different pen.  The pilot 
decided to send two teams to two pens near Mangakahika Hut and the other two to start work 
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ripping out one of the biggest pens.  I was in the later group. 
 

Phil from Helihunt n Fish, Taupo had brought the Jetranger which could handle the rougher 
weather and allowed for the groups to go in with their gear.  The Mangakahika teams went in first, 
followed by the two groups going to the large pen. 
 

Me and my mates, Neil and Grant boarded the chopper and headed off.  We were the third team 
to fly in but the first to head to our pen.  The weather stayed fine for the flight.  No rain but it was 
windy.  I have flown in worse though and it was a good trip with good visibility. 
 

Phil was awesome and pointed out different parts of the scenery on the flight in, including the 
location of the closest track for future reference.  He circled the pen a few times to get a feel of the 
wind and find the best approach.  The pen was huge.  It was incredible to see a clearing like this 
in the middle of the bush.  He dropped us into the bottom of the pen and said – “quickly close the 
gate in case there are deer in here”.  With that he was off. 
 

We closed the gate, put our gear under some trees and started surveying the pen (with rifles 
ready just in case).  The fence headed in both directions and disappeared into the bush.  I 
surveyed the left side, heading bush and climbing the bank where the fence went.  Despite the 
large clearings, most of the pen was covered in native bush.  It was only about 50 meters in when 
I discovered where a large tree and taken down a section of fence.  Another 20-30 metres on, the 
same thing had occurred.  I continued around and ran into the other volunteers who had gone the 
other way.  The deer had multiple escape options if they were in there. 
 

Rifles were stowed away and we started the dismantling of the fences.  Neil had the main gate off 
in a minute and we started pulling staples and taking the wire off the posts.  This was hard, with 
roots, and trees growing through the fences.  The soil in some places was higher than the bottom 
of the fences, making removal very difficult.  Removing the staples was relatively easy compared 
to untangling fencing from trees etc.  Once you got into the sections in the bush, it was near 
impossible to remove fencing without massive bush clearing efforts and a chainsaw.  We decided 
to focus on the fencing in the clearings, and to do the bush fences if we had time. 
 

About 30 minutes later, the second team arrived.  This consisted of Richard, Mel and Royce.  We 
had already dismantled a section of the front on the trap so I suggested they head up and start on 
the top (or at least what I thought was the top).  It started raining again at this stage.  We worked 
hard for a number of hours before deciding to stop for a smoko.  “I saw a stream up the hill” Neil 
said, so I grabbed a couple of pots and went for a walk. 
 

I could not believe the size of the pen.  What I thought was the top gate, led into another pen.  
This in turn lead into yet another pen, and behind this was another with two gates.  There was a 
smaller pen cordoned off on the side.  It was a good 200m walk uphill to get to the stream with the 
water.  The track involved passing four good sized clearings.  I passed the other team that was 
hard at work ripping out gates and fencing between the various pens in the rain.  “Smoko in thirty 
if your keen”. 
 

While the billy was boiling, the rain stopped for a while, giving a good opportunity to put up tents 
and get gear out of the wet and into the dry. 
 

Both teams ended up going hard from 10am until 5pm on the first day.  When we finished we had 
around 12 gates with wire rolled up on them in two different locations.  Richard went off for a hunt 
while there was daylight left.  The rest of us tried to get the fire going in the rain.  This was not an 
easy task, but provided plenty of entertainment.  The fire eventually took hold, right before 
everyone decided to go to sleep for the night. 
 

The next day showed great promise.  The rain and stopped.  It wasn’t sunny yet but at least it 
wasn’t wet.  We went out for an early morning hunt.  Neil and Grant headed off in one direction 
and I headed in the other.  There was a lot of sign in the bush and around the deer trap.  The deer 
trap contained many discarded antlers and a few carcases.  Due to the noise we had made the 
day before, no deer were seen, although Neil and Grant did hear one bark after walking an hour 
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from camp.  I am sure that before the chopper arrived and dropped us off, that deer would have 
been in residence with the amount of fresh sign left around. 
 

We all assembled again around mid morning, took down a few more fences and waited for the 
chopper to arrive.  The weather was now fine and the day was hot.  This gave us a chance to dry 
gear and to defrost ourselves.  The chopper arrived an hour earlier than expected, resulting in a 
mad dash to get the last tent down.  The return trip was going to be in the smaller R44 chopper.  
This resulted in more trips and bags and hunters going in different loads.  I never feel right when 
I’m still in the bush watching a helicopter go with my gear in it! 
 

All an all, despite the bad weather and the hard work, it was an awesome weekend, with good 
laughs and a lot of fun.  We managed to clear up nearly all the exposed fencing.  Although some 
fencing remained in the bushy areas, I am confident that we found and took out all the gates 
(which was our main priority).  The traps can not be used as deer traps any more, but will make 
one awesome hunting destination in the future. 
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      ROTORUA 
 

 
To qualify spend $99.99 or more 

Introducing POWA BEAM 
Super bright HID lighting system. 
Lower power consumption 
Claimed to outlast Halogen bulbs by 5x. 
PL 175mm HID $559.99.  PL 245mm HID $629.99.     
Rotorua Hunting and Fishing, Cnr Lake Road & Fairy Springs Road, ROTORUA, 
Ph 07 349 6303. 
 

    
   ROTORUA – TAURANGA – HASTINGS 
   www.hamillsnz.co.nz 
 
Scope deals: 

Bushnell Elite 3200  
3-9 x 40 

Was 449.00, now $399.00 
 

Nikko Stirling Nighteater 
3.5-10 x 42 

Only $199.00 
www.hamillsnz.co.nz  
 

10% discount to all NZDA members – bring your membership card (discount excludes 
electronics, ammunition, firearms or already discounted items)  
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In the news 
 

WOMEN 'LUCKY' TO SURVIVE AFTER BOTCHED TRAMP – NZ HERALD (17 OCTOBER 2010) 
 

Two Christchurch women rescued by helicopter in Arthur's Pass National Park 
today were "very lucky" to be alive, after a series of foolish botches including 
walking into a dangerously flooded river using just a walking pole to stay together, 
rescuers say. 
 

Police say they have the power to bill the trampers for their rescue, which involved a 
helicopter, but have not yet decided whether to do so. 
 

Severe weather warnings for the area including rain and snow had been in place for 
several days, but the trampers - in their late 20s - claimed not to be aware of them, 
Search and Rescue Arthur's Pass spokesman Graeme Kates told NZPA. 
 

After waking up in Goat's Pass hut to find it raining, they decided to head back 
across several rivers in flood. At the first crossing, Mingha River, they joined up 
using a walking pole. 
 

"They weren't actually crossing it using any technique I would use," Mr Kates said. 
 

Both were swept away about halfway across. While one quickly recovered and got 
to the other side, the other carried on about 200 metres, over rapids and small 
waterfalls, before she managed to scramble out and raise the alarm back at the hut. 
 

However, after alerting police on radio, she cut the emergency call off halfway 
through, and turned it off, leaving police unsure of the situation. Because of the bad 
weather, they dispatched a helicopter, which found the two women at different huts 
on opposite sides of the river, with mild hypothermia and shaken up about 1.30pm 
today. 
 

The one who had been swept the furthest also had minor head injuries, cuts and 
bruises, but neither needed medical treatment, Mr Kates said. 
 

"She definitely went over quite a few bumps and got hit fairly hard." 
 

He said the two were clearly novice trampers, who made several errors. 
 

"They obviously walked into a flooding river as well." 
 

His advice to trampers was to "always" get the most current weather forecast, "and 
certainly never walk into any river where you cannot see your feet on the bottom". 
 

The women were very embarrassed and did not want to talk to media, he said. 
 

"I think they were very lucky, given the situation." 
 

Police also said the pair were "very lucky", with heavy rain and snow closing in as 
they were being rescued. 
 

Sergeant Lindsay Turner said although police were funded by Government for 
search and rescue emergencies, they had the power to bill people rescued from 
situations where they had been at fault, but had not yet decided whether to do so in 
this case. 
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He did not believe there was a precedent for this in New Zealand. 
 

- NZPA 
 

KIWIS TRASH NATURE, SAYS DOC BOSS BY DAVID WILLIAMS - THE PRESS (08 OCTOBER 
2010) 
 

New Zealanders are "trashing" nature and a radical economic rethink is needed to 
"save ourselves from ourselves", says Department of Conservation director-general 
Al Morrison.  
 

In the 12th annual state of the nation environment address at Lincoln University 
yesterday, Morrison said New Zealand "doesn't have a brilliant track record" of 
protecting biodiversity, and "something has to give".  
 

"We are degrading ecosystems and destroying species to a point where the 
services that nature provides, that we rely on for our sustenance and that determine 
our prosperity are being run down and out," he said.  
 

"Even in New Zealand water has become a serious issue, the carbon deficit is 
hurting and the impact from the destruction of natural catchments, siltration and 
nitrogen runoff are hurting business."  
 

A goal of the New Zealand Biodiversity Strategy, written a decade ago, was to halt 
the decline in the country's indigenous biodiversity, he said. But Landcare 
Research's annual report, presented to Parliament this year, said intensive farming 
was destroying native plants at the fastest rate since European colonisation.  
 

A study last month found more freshwater fish species than ever were under threat.  
 

Morrison said creating an environmental mess was "good for GDP", but massive 
environmental subsidies condemned future generations to meet the costs of "our 
lack of concern".  
 

"If GDP is failing as a measure of both social stability and environmental 
sustainability, then surely that is a powerful incentive to find a new construct that 
measures true progress," he said. "It will require radical change in public policy and 
management, economic thinking and business practice."  
 

The department, which had recently set up a commercial business unit, was looking 
to business for significant new investment in conservation, he said.  
 

Morrison's speech departed from the Government's economic development line, 
exemplified by Prime Minister John Key's mantra that the country had to balance its 
"environmental responsibilities with our economic opportunities".  
 

Morrison said living sustainably and in harmony with nature "is not apart from the 
economy, it is a key component of it".  
 

The country's clean and green image was more about good luck than good 
management, he said.  
 

"We are as guilty as any party of depleting and degrading our natural capital."  
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Green Party co-leader Russel Norman said Morrison's speech was "brave" and 
challenged the Government's "extractive" economic development strategy.  
 

Federated Farmers president Don Nicolson said his views were similar to 
Morrison's.  
 

Ad Feedback "Everywhere in the Western world we use the land, sea and the view 
for 100 per cent of the basis of everything to do with the economy."  
 

He questioned whether humans had gone too far, adding: "What is too far and what 
was the tipping point?"  
 

Lincoln University public policy lecturer Ann Brower said the department should 
engage with the private sector, but relying too heavily on businesses was risky.  
 

"You can't count on the private sector unless they're mandated to do something. If 
they're not required to do something, chances are they won't." 
 

Terror night in bush with children by Abigail Hartevelt – The Daily Post (05 October 
2010) 
 

Rotorua's Elaine Wilson just wants to stay at home for the rest of the school 
holidays after spending a terrifying night lost in dense bush with her two sons and a 
family friend. 
 

Mrs Wilson, her sons Shaun, 18, and Barnaby, 10 and Barnaby's friend Hamish 
Dodd, 10, left at 1pm on Thursday for what was meant to be a two-hour walk on the 
Rotohokahoka walking track in Mamaku. 
 

By 6.30pm on Thursday Mrs Wilson's husband Gerald and Hamish's family were 
getting worried and called police who launched a search for them. 
 

Mrs Wilson had told her husband where they were going but the group had taken no 
food, no cellphone and not much in the way of warm clothes as they were expecting 
to only be in the bush for two hours. 
 

They had walked the track several times before but this time took a wrong turn and 
ended up getting lost. 
 

Mrs Wilson said they were desperately looking out for pine trees, thinking there 
would be fire breaks or roads nearby. But they couldn't see any. 
 

They walked along a stream hoping that may lead the way out but to no avail. 
 

Realising they would probably have to stay in the bush overnight, they started 
uprooting ponga trees, leaning them against a tree to make a shelter. 
 

At night they heard voices and Shaun yelled out several times but they weren't 
heard. 
 

It started raining and the four of them huddled together to try and keep warm. 
 

"It was so cold we couldn't stop shaking.  
 

We had trouble with cramp. It was just so dark. I was terrified for the boys. They 
were upset and I had someone else's child, and that was daunting. He has really 
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responsible parents. I felt really terrible. I did whatever I could to comfort him," Mrs 
Wilson said. 
 

The group didn't get much sleep and were happy when daylight broke. 
 

By this stage the two 10-year-olds were very distressed, and Mrs Wilson said she 
was having difficulty walking as she was so numb from being cold. 
 

"We were yelling out all morning, there was just nothing," Mrs Wilson said. 
 

The group then heard a chainsaw in the distance and walked towards the noise. 
They walked for 20 minutes before finally seeing some pine trees and the road. 
 

"We were just yelling and screaming. The boys transformed into normal boys." 
 

About 15 minutes later they saw the Helipro helicopter which had been searching 
for them. 
 

"We were all jumping up and down and waving. I was overwhelmed. I was just so 
happy," Mrs Wilson said. 
 

Shaun said he was relieved. Mrs Wilson was very grateful for the more than 20 
people who helped look for them. 
 

She said she planned to be more prepared next time even if they were just going for 
a two-hour walk and take some food, a cellphone, barley sugars and emergency 
blankets. 
 

"It was the longest night I've ever had," Mrs Wilson said. 
 

Detective Senior Sergeant John Wilson of the Rotorua police search and rescue 
team said the weather in the area was "atrocious", with heavy rain. 
 

DOC HUNTS PREDATOR AFTER KIWI KILLED BY PAUL HARPER  – THE NEW ZEALAND 
HERALD (28 SEPTEMBER 2010) 
 

The Department of Conservation is on the hunt for the killer of a great spotted kiwi 
in the Nelson Lakes National Park earlier this month. 
 

The body of Takaka, an adult male, was found in the Rotoiti Nature Recovery 
Project area on September 7. He is believed to have died some six days earlier. 
 

DOC said a pathology report had identified wounds likely to have been caused by a 
predator. Due to the extent of decomposition it was not possible to determine 
exactly what animal killed it. 
 

Doc said it was the first time a predator had been known to have killed a great 
spotted kiwi - or roroa - in the Lake Rotoiti area since the BNZ Save the Kiwi project 
attempted to re-establish a population there. 
 

The department has set additional traps in the 5000ha project area since Takaka's 
death. 
 

DOC Rotoiti Nature Recovery Project team leader Grant Harper said a ferret or a 
dog were the most likely animals to have killed the kiwi but a feral cat was also a 
possibility. 
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"Great spotted kiwi are the largest kiwi species so in general are more able then 
other kiwi species to defend themselves against predators. 
 

Takaka was a particularly strong and feisty bird, weighing around 2.5 kilograms 
when he died, so it would have taken a fairly large animal to kill him. 
 

"Should it be a ferret or feral cat, we are hoping to catch it in traps put in around the 
area where Takaka was killed, additional to the extensive trapping we already have 
in place. 
 

"Although dogs are not allowed in the national park, people sometimes still take 
them in or they roam into the park when running loose. Dogs are known killers of 
kiwi and we appeal to dog owners to keep dogs in the area under control and 
people should absolutely not take dogs into the national park." 
 

Owners of dogs found in the national park risk prosecution and a fine of up to 
$10,000 or 12 months in jail or both, and further penalties if the dog harmed or killed 
kiwi. 
 

Mr Harper said a closer watch was being kept on the other 21 kiwi in the project 
area. 
 

"The reality is though birds can't be completely protected from predators in an 
unfenced area and losses are to be expected," he said. 
 

"Two kiwi have died from natural causes and such losses will naturally occur in 
populations. We want though to prevent and minimise as best we can deaths due to 
predation and we are keen to find the animal responsible for killing Takaka." 
 
SCHOOL CRITICISED OVER POSSUM THROWING – NZ HERALD (23 SEPTEMBER 2010) 
 

A rural Manawatu school which held a possum throwing contest has drawn SPCA 
criticism and upset many in the community. 
 

Children at Colyton School last week held possum carcasses by the tail in a contest 
to see who could throw them the furthest, the Manawatu Standard reported. 
 

Palmerston North SPCA centre manager Danny Auger said the school was not 
breaking any laws, but that did not mean children should be encouraged to mistreat 
dead possums. 
 

"It's morally wrong to throw a dead animal around. It's about time that people wake 
up and smell 2010 and realise that these sorts of things shouldn't be happening." 
 

Mr Augers was worried that children were not being taught to respect dead animals. 
 

He would visit Colydon School to ask them to stop holding such events. 
 

The school refused to comment. 
- NZPA 
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CRASHED HELICOPTER FOUND, TWO DEAD – NZ HERALD (15 OCTOBER 2010) 
 

Two men have been found dead together with the wreckage of a helicopter missing 
in Southland since yesterday. 
 
Searchers found the crashed helicopter just after noon today, submerged but intact 
about 2km southeast of Colyers Island, inside Bluff Harbour. The body of the pilot 
was found inside the aircraft and the body of the passenger was located nearby. 
 
They were trainee pilot Allan Munro, 67, of Avondale, Southland, and instructor 
Jason Wright, 29, of Bluff, the Southland Times reported. 
 
Police were notifying next of kin and would formally confirm the identities of the 
deceased. 
 
The Robinson R22 helicopter had not been heard from since 1.30pm yesterday. 
 
The Rescue Co-ordination Centre (RCCNZ) yesterday directed searchers to cover a 
1250sq km area in the Awarua region, between Invercargill and Bluff. Helicopters 
with night vision equipment searched late into the night, but found no sign of the 
aircraft. 
 
Three helicopters, police, ground searchers, and Coastguard air and marine vessels 
resumed the search at daybreak today after reports of sightings helped narrow the 
search area. 
 
RCCNZ senior mission controller Tracey Brickles said rescuers extended their 
heartfelt sympathies to the families of the two men. 
 
She thanked everyone who had been involved in the search. 
 
Mr Wright, chief executive of Stewart Island Helicopters, was training Mr Munro in 
his own helicopter when the aircraft went missing. 
 
Mr Munro's wife Glennis said her husband had flown aeroplanes for 25 years and 
was a week away from sitting his helicopter pilot licence test. 
 
"He has flown heaps and heaps of hours (in planes) and he wanted to have a 
helicopter before he died, so he got a helicopter," she said. 
 
- NZPA 
 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 18

 

Application for Membership of the Rotorua Branch of the  
New Zealand Deerstalkers Association Inc 2010/2011 

 
To: 
NZDA 
PO Box 6514 
Wellington 
 
Dear Membership Secretary, 
 
I wish to apply for membership of the Rotorua Branch of the New Zealand Deerstalkers’ Association for the 
2010/11 year (March 1st 2010 – February 28th 2011). 
 
My details are as follows: 

Surname  

Given Name/s  

Preferred mailing 
address  

Suburb  

City/Town  

New Post Code  

Telephone  

Cell phone  

Facsimile  

Email 
 

_______________________________________________________________ 
Do you wish to receive the NZDA Monthly newsletter electronically? Yes / No 

 Are you able to assist with Search and Rescue?    Yes / No 

Date of Birth if Junior 
or Superannuant ____ /____ /_______ Junior less than 18 as at 1 March 2010. 

Superannuant over 65 as at 1 March 2010. 
 
Membership entitles you to:  

 Any discounts such as purchases in certain sport and gun shop and discounted heli fly in trips as 
available at times.  

 $10 Million dollar personal public liability insurance for hunting and shooting mishaps (such as accidental 
cause of fires and similar ie $1 million cover for Rural Fires Act, exemplary and punitive damage.)  

 Affiliation with COLFO, Coalition of Licensed Firearm Owners – the firearm fund for firearm rights. 
 Access to monthly socials or meetings; the clubrooms; range competitions or individual shooting; 

competitions and trophies; organized hunts 
 Involvement in conservation and animal management ownership, shooting sport, hunting and habitats. 
 Support for the branch as well as the national NZDA association to represent hunters’ interests 

regarding firearms  
 

REMEMBER YOU MUST BE FINANCIAL AT THE TIME YOU SHOOT THAT TROPHY TO ENTER COMPETITIONS AND FINANCIAL TO 
MAKE ANY CLAIMS AGAINST THE $5 MILLION INSURANCE COVER. 

Range Keys Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range must be a current financial member of 
the branch and must obtain a key from Hamills, Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters, Amohia Street, at a cost of $20 per 
year.  Your membership card must be produced at the time of key purchase.  Keys may not be lent or passed on to other 
persons, whether they are members or not.  Non-members can only enter the range if accompanied by a current financial 
member.  Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the committee executive. 
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Club Contacts   
Postal address:  PO Box 857, Rotorua 
Email:   nzdarotorua@gmail.com  web: www.nzdarotorua.org.nz  
 

Patron   Des Jenkins 
Honorary Solicitor Barry Rodgers    
Life Members  Des Jenkins 

Rod Houghton  Ph 348 4057  
Owen Rumble    
Gary Winslade 

Honorary Member Ross Burton 
Investment Trustees Keith Billington 
    Rod Houghton 
    Des Jenkins 
     

Branch Executive 
President   Darryn Cosgrave  Ph 348 4496  
Vice President and 
 Hunts Convenor Murray Robson  Ph 345 5160 
Treasurer   Rod Houghton  Ph 348 4057  
Secretary   Elvis Bowring  Ph 350 3230 
 

Committee Members 
Range   Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
    Ron Marsden  Ph 362 8542 
Socials    Scott Russell  Ph 343 9383 
Search and Rescue Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 
    Colin Petersen  Ph 343 9481 
Webmaster   Ralph Price  Ph 357 2786 
Library   Peter Graham  Ph 333 1838 
    Dennis Price   
Tines Editor                 Elvis/Scott   Ph 350 3230/343 9383 
 

Range Keys 
Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range 
must be a CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER of the Branch and must obtain a key 
from Hamills, Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters at a cost of $20.00 per year.  
Your membership card must be produced at the time of key purchase.  Keys may 
not be lent or passed on to other persons, whether they are members or not.  Non-
Members can only enter the Range if accompanied by a current Financial Member. 
Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the committee.  
 

Membership Costs 
Senior = $90 (full benefits at local and national branch level) 
Associate = $60 (Unable to vote or enter national competitions. Does not receive H&W) 
Junior = $25 (Must be less than 18 years of age as at March 1st 2010.  Full benefits apart from voting rights.) 
Student = $40 (Must be attending a tertiary institute or undergoing an apprenticeship.  Proof must be provided.) 
Superannuant = $50 (Over 65 as at March 1st 2010. Full benefits) 
Family = $5 (Children or grandchildren)  
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