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Rotorua N.Z.D.A. Branch Calendar 
Ring coordinators for more information. 
Phone numbers listed on inner back page. 
 
 
 
              

Calendar of the Club’s regular monthly events:  
Committee Meeting                 Last Monday of each month 
Range Shoots*                        3rd Sunday of each month 
Socials                                    4th Wednesday of each month 
Party Hunts**                          4th Weekend of each month 
 

* Regular Club Hunting & Trophy Shoots. For extra range shoots and 300 metre shoots 
please refer to Yearly Range Calendar. 
**Some Party Hunts may be on different dates, see programme.  

 
 

Our programme for this month: 
 
Party Hunts   Okahu Valley Party Hunt.  22nd to 23rd May 2010.   
 Contact Rod Houghton, ph 348 4057. 
                               
Socials Head measuring night!! 
  May 26th, 7:30pm  
  Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms, Tarawera Road, Rotorua. 
 
Range Shoot  Range itinerary for 2010 in this issue: 
    Contact Malcolm Perry.                    
 
 
Cover Photo: Malcolm Perry with his new shooting medals from the National Bench Rest 
Championships 2010. 
 
If you have a photograph that would be suitable for the cover please contact the 
Newsletter editor, Elvis Bowring on 350 3230 or ebowring@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to: Konica Minolta (1190 Pukaki Street, Rotorua) for printing our newsletter.  The 
best address for quality and affordable copying and document solutions!  
 
Advertising prices: If you would like to advertise in this publication, costs are as follows:  
Full page $150 (for 11 issues) 
Half page  $75 (for 11 issues) 
Single issue adverts can be arranged if required. 
 
DISCLAIMER: As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not 
necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they conform to branch or national policy. 
The official publication of the NZDA is the ‘NZ Hunting and Wildlife’ 
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Presidents Report 
 
Well another roar is over and going by most of the comments from hunters it seems 
roaring stags were hard to find and the dry weather made the bush noisy. However 
if you were one of the lucky ones to score yourself some antlers, horns or tusks 
bring them along to the head measuring night on Wednesday May 26th from 
7.30pm. We will also be taking photos for the photographic competition. The head 
measuring night will replace the normal monthly social. 
 
There will be a party hunt this weekend May 22nd – 24th in the Okahu which at the 
moment around 6 members will be participating in. Queen’s birthday weekend will 
also see 12 members fly into the Whirinaki forest park to Upper Te Hoe, Central Te 
Hoe & Mangakahika. This major party hunt is sponsored by DoC & Lakeland 
helicopters for helping out with the hut restoration projects within the park. So good 
luck to you all have a safe and well earned hunt and bring home the back steaks! 
DoC have also engaged the Branch to help out with pulling out the old deer traps 
around the park about 15 in all, they have also proposed a donation to the club for 
each trap pulled out. It will take two people 1 day to pull out 1 trap, the idea is to 
drop teams in for two days, the netting rolled up and posts pulled out then flown out 
to the roadside. If this sounds like something you are interested in please contact 
myself or one of the committee members in the back of the magazine to register 
your interest. 
 
The next couple of months we will see the dark depths of winter settle in, food for 
animals will get scarce and they lose a bit of condition. I like winter hunting however 
I make sure that I’m well prepared with plenty of good warm clothing particularly a 
good jacket. Make sure that someone knows where you are going with and ETA, if 
you are just going for morning or day hunt take a day bag with common sense 
survival equipment. If you rely on electronic equipment such as GPS’s ensure its 
charged and you have spare batteries, the old timers have a saying “if you sweat 
you die”. I take this to mean that if you get lost and panic and sweat profusely trying 
to find your way out before dark your sweat could cause hypothermia when cooling 
down, so don’t panic. 
 
I hope to see you at the head measuring night, last year was a ripper with the 
amount of heads brought in, even if you don’t have one come along and share your 
stories while the heads are being measured. 
 
Darryn 
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NZDA SOCIAL 
 

Head Measuring and Photographic competitions!!! 
 

At Rotorua Deerstalkers Club Rooms 

Neil Hunt Park, 26th May, 7.30pm 
 

All eligible entries (see revised AHT rules) shall be submitted for scoring at this 
social (reminder: smelly heads will not be measured). 
 
Photograpic Competitions Categories 

 

1. Scenic 
2. Human and General Hunting 

Interest 
3. Floral Abstract and Still Life 

4. Game Animals 
5. Other Wildlife 
6. Best Photo  

 

NB All photos are for colour prints only. 
Please support your branch and committee by making an effort to attend.  Bring 
along those photos and trophies even if you do not enter them in competition. 
 

Contact competition convenor Darryn Cosgrave or a committee member for more 
info. 
 
 
 
 

Wanted 
Good stories for newsletter. 

Any interesting articles. 
Any good photo’s of your hunting trips. 

Send to editor – nzdarotorua@gmail.com 
Or phone 021 066 7868 

 
 
 
 
 
If you currently receive a postal copy of this newsletter and would like to 
receive an electronic (pdf) version instead, please drop me a line with 
your email address.   
 
Electronic copies are delivered faster, are cheaper to produce and are 
better for the environment.   
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Rotorua Range Report for April 2010 
 
Sunday 4th, should have been a 300M club shoot. I was unable to attend and forgot to check the 
range book yesterday to see if it happened. 
 
Sunday 18th, our deer silhouette shoot. This had a small gathering which included two juniors, 
Cassandra Clare with her dad and Nathan Hudson with his dad, a prospective new member I 
would suspect. 
 
Nathan had never fired a centrefire rifle before and put up a credible performance with my 
.22/250, so much so that his dad was not game to follow him in case of being shown up (just 
joking). 
 
By the time you get to read this the 300m North Island Champs will have been shot, on this 
coming weekend 1st & 2nd May. 

Coming events: 
 
May: 
Sunday 16th Rimfire Silhouette shoot. 
 
June: 
Sunday 6th (Queen’s birthday W/E), 300m club shoot 
Sunday 20th Deer silhouette shoot, 300, 200,100 &50M. Eight rounds of Ammo per run through. 
 
July: 
Sunday 4th 300M club shoot. 
Sunday 18th Rimfire silhouette shoot AND Junior practice shoot in preparation for the annual 
SWAZI shoot in August.  The practice shoot will run into the afternoon, which may assist some 
people to attend. Remember for Juniors to qualify for SWAZI prizes they must be financial 
members either as family or independent Junior members . 
 
Range Book: 
When I was at the range yesterday I counted up the used pages in the book, totaled 16 to date 
and still about a month to go before it reaches it’s 12month anniversary, obviously members use 
the range a lot and it would have quite an impact on the branch if we were to lose the use of it, so 
treat with respect. 
 
Away from our range, the Benchrest Nationals were held at Tokoroa, Easter weekend, on the 
newly developed Benchrest range. All went well, in fact very well for three of our shooters. Ian 
Owen from Dunedin set 5 new records, Tony Titheridge from Christchurch set a new Rimfire 
record and I managed to set a new small group record for 100yd L.V., measuring 0.065 of an inch, 
for 5 shots.(These are all NZ records).  
 
All for now time to reload, Malcolm. 
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NZDA Rotorua would like to congratulate Malcolm in his recent successes in shooting in the 
National Bench Rest Championships 2010. 
 
By way of explanation, competitors shoot two classes, Light Varmint (L.V.) and Heavy Varmint 
(H.V.) rifle weight of 10.5lbs and 13.5lbs respectively.  Each class has 5x5 shot groups fired at 
100yds and again at 200yds.  The aggregate of that ,4x5 == 20x5shot groups gives you the 2gun 
aggregate.  Many people shoot both classes with just the one 10.5 rifle, in spite of the fact the 
heavier rifle is supposedly more accurate, light rifles often win the two gun and the H.V. class. 
 
In international B.R. competitions the two gun teams event is the premier event. 
 
The medals Malcolm won are: L.V. bronze; H.V. silver; 2gun silver. 
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Volunteers 
 

NZDA Rotorua has been working closely with the Department of Conservation over the last year 
to try and create a better understanding between our two organizations and to try and make life 
easier for hunters.  DOC has been happy with the work that the organization has undertaken and, 
in conjunction with Lakeland Helicopters, has gifted two hours helicopter time to the association as 
a way of saying thank you for our assistance.  Details of some of the trips undertaken can be 
found in back issues of our local magazine, on the website and one is in the latest copy of Hunting 
and Wildlife New Zealand. 
 

There are a number of future projects that NZDA Rotorua wishes to be involved in.  For these to 
be a success, we need your help.  If you would like to assist in any way, please contact a 
committee member.  These activities are open to all who are willing to assist, as long as you are 
willing to put some effort in.  Its not all work, there is time for play too. 
 

The committee has decided that since the gift is in recognition of the work of members, the 
members who undertook that work will make use of the voucher.  Members who undertook work 
on the huts over the last few years meet and decided to have a fly in to the Whirinaki over Queens 
Birthday weekend. 
 
A copy of the letter from DOC and Lakeland Helicopters follows: 

 
NZDA Rotorua thanks DOC and Lakeland Helicopters for this kind acknowledgement. 
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      ROTORUA 
 

 
Rotorua Hunting and Fishing, Cnr Lake Road & Fairy Springs Road, ROTORUA, 
Ph 07 349 6303. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NZDA ROTORUA WEBSITE IS ONLINE: 
 

CHECK OUT WWW.NZDAROTORUA.ORG.NZ 
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ROTORUA DEER STALKERS 2010 RANGE CALENDAR 
Date  Day Shoot 
June 6th Sunday (Qb W/E) 300M club shoot. 
 20th Sunday C/F deer silhouette shoot. 
July 4th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 18th Sunday R/F silhouette shot, Junior practice for ‘SWAZI’. 
August 1st Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 15th Sunday Morning C/F silhouette shoot  PM. Junior .22 SWAZI SHOOT. 
Sept 5th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 19th Sunday R/F silhouette shoot. 
Oct 3rd  Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 16th & 

17th 
Sat and 
Sun 

Central Regional Championships. 

Nov 7th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 21st Sunday C/F deer silhouette shoot. 
Dec 5th Sunday 300M club shoot. 
 12th Sunday Christmas shoot. 
N.Z.D.A. and all range matters contact: malcolmperry@clear.net.nz (348 4473) 
Smallbore shoots, contact: Jon Abbott on 345 7112 
300m shoots, contact: Patricia Law/Don Robertson 362 7725 
 

This program is only provisional as some dates may be altered/revised.   
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Hunting story – Gisborne Red  

 

Three boys from Rotorua headed over to Tokomaru Bay, on the East Coast for a 
Easter weekend trip away at the shed and hopefully secure some meat during the 
roar.  Coming from Rotorua were myself, Neil and Grant.  We got to the Coast late 
and met the fourth and fifth in our party, a coaster named Nathan with his dog 
Zimber.  Our home for the weekend was a paddock on a hill, with a shed.  This shed 
was a like paradise, with running instant hot water, solar power, a mini chiller (big 
enough to hold a large stag and two goats, as well as food and alcohol for a week).   
 
After hellos etc, plans were made for the morning hunt.  We were going to drive to 
the block first thing and be there before first light.  Maps were explored, plans made 
and points of interest programmed into GPS’s (including its location which we 
needed to find in the dark). 
 

The following morning was fine and warm.  Not something that you necessarily want 
to see in the roar as a good frost starts them going.  The drive was uneventful, one 
hour or so over back country roads to our hunting block.  None of us had been here 
before so we were all looking forward to exploring new country.  We had all the 
equipment you could possibly need, including quad bike in the trailer, radios and 
dog.  We had the block to ourselves and the key to the gate. 
 

We left the truck and proceeded down the track that goes along the main ridge.  
After turning the first corner, we were greeted with about 20 goats.  Having never 
shot a goat before I was keen, but was informed that if I did take one, that I would 
be walking home as we would have no chance in securing a deer! 
 

We continued down the main ridge until we reached the first junction, at this stage 
the party split, with Neil, Nathan and Zimber heading along another ridge and myself 
and Grant carrying on along the main ridge, before dropping down into a river that 
marked the end of our block. 
 

Heading along the track, we would have seen at least 10 different mobs of goats.  
They were everywhere.  Also saw pig routing – but very little deer sign.   
 

After a couple of hours, we stopped at a likely spot overlooking the river valley and 
let out a roar and quickly had a reply from the other side.  Grant and me looked at 
each other, this did not sound like a deer, but sounded rather human.  This could 
only mean that another party was in our block.  We were both appreciative of the 
fact that we were wearing fluro and proceeded along the ridge to get some space 
between them and us.  It didn’t help that later that morning we could hear shots 
coming from their direction, no doubt getting a few goats.  It just goes to show, that 
even if you think you have a block to yourself, there could be others in there. 
 

In the meantime, Neil and Nathan were having more success and had managed to 
roar a stag up.  Unfortunately the old bugger was a bit smarter than the young 
hunters, and managed to make his getaway. 
 

Ten thirty can about.  We had checked the river, and found heaps of fresh deer sign 
but had not been lucky enough to see a deer.  Having another party making so 
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much noise earlier on hadn’t helped.  We decided that the next morning we would 
head straight down to the river and start hunting from there.  We started the long 
climb up the hill back to the ridgeline track. 
 

We arrived back at the truck around lunch time and came upon another mob of 
goats.  This was my chance.  I aimed for the billy and scored my first goat ever.  I 
took the head, while holding my nose because he stunk!  
 

After Neil and Nathan arrived back, we took two nannies for camp food on the way 
out.  At least if we did not score a deer tomorrow, we had some meat to take home. 
 

Next day saw us back at the same spot.  Nathan and Neil went straight to where 
they had roared up the deer yesterday and me and Grant headed to the river where 
we had seen all the sign. 
 

We made good time and got to the river just after daylight.  We were just started to 
stalk along it when the radio went “we got one”.  Bull**** I replied.  We had only left 
them thirty minutes before and had heard no shot.  “Go back to the truck and get the 
quad”, they said.  Typical, you always get a call like this just when you have just 
reached the bottom of the hill. 
 

The climb back was a lot slower, It took a full hours hard slog to get back to the 
truck.  It took even longer to find the truck and quad keys and to figure out how to 
use it.  Lucky for me that Grant has quad bike experience.  We used our knowledge 
of the landscape to get the quad down to within 20 meters of the river and waited for 
Neil and Nathan to return. 
 

An hour later they arrived, but with no deer.  “We got it down to the river flat, but 
now its your turn”. 
 

We walked the fifteen minutes to where they had left the deer and it was huge.  It 
was a 12 pointer, with a disappointing head, but heaps of meat.  A stick had been 
put through its legs so it could be dragged down hill, but now we had to carry it 
along the river flats.  Me and Grant had a go at dragging it, but didn’t get anywhere.  
Another solid branch was put through the other legs and the long and hard carry 
began, with all four of us taking a leg each, and Zimber leading the way.  The fifteen 
minute walk took about three hours and seemed to go on forever.  It would have 
been easier to bone out the meat and carry it this way, but some of the boys wanted 
to have a large stag hanging off the back of the trailer.  I must admit, that it did look 
impressive.   
 

We managed to manhandle it up the 20 meter bank to where the quad was and 
drive it up the hill.  By that stage it was near dark. 
 

We got back to the shed and put the deer into the chiller.  Nathan grabbed some 
prime meat off one of the goats and made an awesome goat curry.  The meat was 
so tender after only being aged one day.  You would not be able to tell it was goat if 
no-one had told you.  This was only the second time I have tried goat, and both 
times it has tasted good. 
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Knife Special 
 

Excalibur Pocket Knives and 
Multi-tool 

 

From  $19-90 to $39.90 
 
Less than ½ price 

Limited quantity only – be quick!! 
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In the news 
 

POACHERS' DOGS WILL BE DEAD AND HANGING ON MY GATE' BY ROGER MORONEY – 
HAWKES BAY TODAY (18 MAY 2010) 
 

Te Pohue farm manager Peter Procter said years of losing thousands of dollars of 
stock and having to repair smashed gates and fences had pushed farmers to the 
point where they will fight back. 
 

"I've had a gutsful - and so has everybody else who lives on Waitara Rd. It's come 
to the crunch ... if a dog sets foot on my place it will be dead and hanging on my 
gate for the owner to come and collect." 
 

Mr Proctor said he had seen too many shot and savaged livestock over the past few 
years on the property, off SH5, as illegal hunters target private farms and blocks for 
their shooting expeditions. 
 

"I've had poachers leave dogs on the farm overnight which have attacked sheep 
within a short period of time. I've had up to 20 ewes at once killed, and if you've ever 
seen a sheep still alive with half its face peeled off you wouldn't think twice about 
shooting these kinds of dogs." 
 

He said he had lost time, money and his patience. 
 

"Shooting dogs seems to be the only way to get through to these people. 
While it seems harsh to punish something that doesn't know any better, it seems to 
be the only way to get the message through." 
 

Mr Proctor was responding to a story in Hawke's Bay Today last Thursday about 
illegal hunters and poachers hitting properties off the Taihape and Puketitiri Roads. 
 

"We are in the same situation - we are getting poached on a regular basis." 
 

Over the past five years he and neighbours had seen farm deer and cattle shot - 
most of it taking place during the winter. 
 

"I've had fences cut and stripped back to allow farm deer into the wild. I've had 
gates smashed open and padlocks cut and shot to gain access through my farm. 
Padlocks at $100 a pop and fencing at $20 per metre. Cattle around $600-700 
dollars each and hinds around $500 each ... it doesn't take long to add up to a costly 
amount of damage. Then there's the time it takes to repair as well as patrolling at 
night till 3am to find these mongrels. It just seems to go on and on." 
 

Mr Procter said the most recent incident was just three weeks ago when he found 
evidence someone had shot a deer, lifted it over a protective fence and dragged it to 
the road where it was loaded on a vehicle. 
 

Last year he and some of his neighbours had some success when they came 
across a group of armed men hunting pigs on his farm. 
 

The group ran off when confronted but the farmers called police, and staked out the 
poachers' vehicle. 
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"It was just as well the police were there as everyone on both sides was armed. We 
prosecuted them and they were found guilty. It just seems a lot could go wrong, and 
turn deadly, just because someone wants to catch a pig." 
 

Police were out stopping and checking hunters and their vehicles on Waitara Rd last 
Saturday. 
 

"They are being pro-active," Mr Procter said. 
 
 

SAFETY CALL AFTER 10-YEAR-OLD SHOT IN HAND WHILE HUNTING – NZ HERALD (18 MAY 
2010) 
 

Police are calling for more firearms safety awareness, after a duck-shooting incident 
left a 10-year-old boy with serious hand injuries. 
 

The boy was injured in Tarras, Central Otago, and was taken to Dunedin Hospital 
after he sustained serious injuries to his right hand in the incident on a farm on 
Sunday evening. 
 

A Dunedin Hospital patient inquiries spokeswoman said the boy was progressing 
well in the children's ward yesterday. 
 

It is understood the boy had an operation on his injured hand yesterday. 
 

Sunday's duck-shooting incident comes two weeks after two Christchurch duck-
shooters received facial injuries from pellets on the opening day of the duck hunting 
season at Tarras. 
 

Sergeant Mike Williams, of Cromwell, said an investigation was under way, but 
preliminary details about what exactly had happened remain sketchy. 
 

Police were prepared to give the parents of the boy "a lot of space" to focus on the 
youngster's recovery, he said. 
 

Constable Gary Hyndman, of Cromwell, visited the farm yesterday to inspect the 
site where the incident happened. The boy was injured in an irrigated paddock. 
 

Police understood the boy was hunting with his father and uncle, using a 410 gauge 
shotgun. 
 

Mr Williams said officers still needed to interview the parties at the scene of the 
incident to determine what took place. 
 

Mr Hyndman said early indications were that at least one of the adults held a 
firearms licence, which meant anyone - even children - was able to shoot guns 
under his supervision. 
 

Police were encouraging hunters to be more safety conscious when using firearms, 
he said. 
 

Sergeant Williams said: "It's basic safety stuff. Be aware of your firing arc and where 
other people are about you." 
 

Otago Fish & Game has also called for duck hunters to be aware of the risks when 
out shooting.  
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TURKEY HUNTER SHOT AND KILLED BY ALANAH MAY ERIKSEN AND MATHEW DEARNALEY – 
NZ HERALD (17 MAY 2010) 
 

A man is dead after he was shot during a turkey hunt with two relatives on private 
farmland. 
 

The incident occurred in remote farmland off Ridge Road, about 9km south of 
Paengaroa in the Bay of Plenty, at about 6pm yesterday. 
 

The 59-year-old Tauranga man was found down a gully and the Herald understands 
he was shot in the head. 
 

Police faced difficulty in getting to the man, as the area is accessible only by four-
wheel-drive vehicle. 
 

They eventually borrowed a tractor from dairy farmer Scott Paterson, before a police 
four-wheel drive arrived from Te Puke. 
 

At least three hunters have been shot this year, and other cases in recent years 
have lead to convictions and reparations being paid to families of dead hunters. 
 

The dead man and his two companions lived locally and were understood to be 
related, police northern communications centre spokesman Ian Brooker said. 
 

Police would take statements from the victim's companions, and they would be 
offered victim support. 
 

"There will be an investigation on whether or not he shot himself or whether or not it 
was someone else's weapon, that sort of thing," Mr Brooker said. 
 

"It could be any of those things but that's what's got to come out." 
 

A hearse was expected to arrive from Tauranga last night to remove the body. 
 

St John Ambulance northern communications centre spokesman Glen Taylor said 
police called them for assistance. 
 

An ambulance from Mt Maunganui went to the scene, and paramedics pronounced 
the man dead when they arrived. 
 

The BayTrust Rescue Helicopter, from Rotorua, was also called, but it turned 
around and went back to its base after its crew was told the victim was dead, pilot 
Neil Dodds said. 
 

Ridge Rd resident John Clark said the land had belonged to his father's estate for 
30 years and was leased for dairy grazing. 
 

Police trying to find the shooting victim came knocking on his door and he directed 
them to where he thought the incident may have happened. 
 

Mr Clark and his wife drove to Mr Paterson's house and he drove his tractor to the 
scene "to cart things in" for emergency services. 
 

"There has been a lot of rain and the tracks can get quite greasy so it's four-wheel 
drive access only," he said. 
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"Nobody would get in there with a car at all." 
 

Mr Clark said he did not know who the hunters were and what they had been 
hunting. 
 

"Everything's shut down ... we've been away for the weekend; we only got home 
about 5 o'clock, so we don't know really what's happened." 
 

A resident on the opposite side of Ridge Rd from where the accident is believed to 
have taken place, Angela Streeter, said she heard what she thought were three or 
four gun shots out at about 6.30pm. 
 

"But that's not unusual around here," she said. 
 

She saw police and firefighters down the road from her house, and a tractor being 
driven on to a steep farm property. 
 

A helicopter with a spotlight was also circling a neighbouring property on her side of 
the road. 
 
VIRUS TEST FOR POSSUMS - NZ HERALD (14 MAY 2010) 
 

A genetically engineered cowpox virus is being tested for vaccines which scientists 
hope to use as oral contraceptives in feral possums.  
 

The Environmental Risk Management Authority has approved the Landcare 
Research project. 
 
 

COMFORT STOP A NEAR-FATAL ERROR BY KIRSY JOHNSTON – TARANAKI DAILY NEWS (14 
MAY 2010) 
 

The call of nature has nearly cost a tramper his life on Mt Taranaki.  
 

A lightly-clad Bradley Webb, 49, spent a freezing night up the mountain on 
Wednesday after straying just metres from a track for a toilet stop.  
 

The Stratford man, dressed only in a singlet, jeans and workboots, then became 
disoriented and wandered about in the bush all night.  
 

At daybreak he spotted power lines and made his way to a cow shed where the 
farmer alerted police who sent the Taranaki Community Rescue Helicopter to pick 
up the hypothermic tramper.  
 

After being transferred to an ambulance in New Plymouth, Mr Webb told the 
Taranaki Daily News he hadn't planned to stay that late in the bush.  
 

"I was up that way for a job interview and thought I may as well go for a look," he 
said.  
 

He hadn't strayed from the track on purpose.  
 

"To be honest I was just going for a dump. And then I couldn't find the track again."  
 

It is the third time in a fortnight the Taranaki search and rescue team have been 
called to find lost trampers on the mountain.  
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A French man and German woman both sparked searches after changing their 
minds about their intentions on the mountain, leaving police frustrated.  
 

Head of the police rescue team, Sergeant Bruce Irvine said although Mr Webb's 
case was different – especially as he'd called a friend to say he was lost – people 
needed to be better prepared before heading into the bush.  
 

"If he'd taken a torch he probably could have made his way out," Mr Irvine said.  
 

"He was fortunate there was a northerly storm, not a southerly, or it would have 
been a lot colder."  
 

It was a growing concern for police as more and more people were climbing the 
mountain completely unprepared, or deliberately disregarding safety measures.  
 

"Saying you're going to do one thing and then doing something else is just a waste 
of our time," he said.  
 

"It's very frustrating for us, especially for those who are volunteers, when people 
don't think anymore than five minutes ahead of themselves."  
 

Police were more than happy to rescue people, but every rescue cost time – 
including that of the volunteers' employers – and money, Mr Irvine said.  
 

"We just want people to be prepared.  
 

"If they don't know what that means then they should ask someone that does." 
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Club Contacts   
Postal address:  PO Box 857, Rotorua 
Email:   nzdarotorua@gmail.com  web: www.nzdarotorua.org.nz  
 

Patron   Des Jenkins 
Honorary Solicitor Barry Rodgers    
Life Members  Des Jenkins 

Rod Houghton  Ph 348 4057  
Owen Rumble    
Gary Winslade 

Honorary Member Ross Burton 
Investment Trustees Keith Billington 
    Rod Houghton 
    Des Jenkins 
     

Branch Executive 
President   Darryn Cosgrave  Ph 348 4496  
Vice President and 
 Hunts Convenor Murray Robson  Ph 345 5160 
Treasurer   Rod Houghton  Ph 348 4057  
Secretary   Elvis Bowring  Ph 350 3230 
 

Committee Members 
Range   Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
    Ron Marsden  Ph 362 8542 
Socials    Scott Russell  Ph 343 9383 
Search and Rescue Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 
    Colin Petersen  Ph 343 9481 
Webmaster   Ralph Price  Ph 357 2786 
Library   Peter Graham  Ph 333 1838 
    Dennis Price   
Tines Editor                 Elvis/Scott   Ph 350 3230/343 9383 
 

Range Keys 
Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range 
must be a CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER of the Branch and must obtain a key 
from Hamills, Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters at a cost of $20.00 per year.  
Your membership card must be produced at the time of key purchase.  Keys may 
not be lent or passed on to other persons, whether they are members or not.  Non-
Members can only enter the Range if accompanied by a current Financial Member. 
Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the committee.  
 

Membership Costs 
Senior = $90 (full benefits at local and national branch level) 
Associate = $60 (Unable to vote or enter national competitions. Does not receive H&W) 
Junior = $25 (Must be less than 18 years of age as at March 1st 2008.  Full benefits apart from voting rights.) 
Student = $40 (Must be attending a tertiary institute or undergoing an apprenticeship.  Proof must be provided.) 
Superannuant = $50 (Over 65 as at March 1st 2008. Full benefits) 
Family = $5 (Children or grandchildren)  
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