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Rotorua N.Z.D.A. Branch Calendar 
Ring coordinators for more information. 
Phone numbers listed on inner back page. 
 
 
 

Calendar of the Club’s regular monthly events:  
Committee Meeting                 Last Monday of each month 
Range Shoots*                        3rd Sunday of each month 
Socials                                    4th Wednesday of each month 
Party Hunts**                          4th Weekend of each month 
 

* Regular Club Hunting & Trophy Shoots. For extra range shoots and 300 metre shoots 
please refer to Yearly Range Calendar. 
**Some Party Hunts may be on different dates, see programme.  

 

Our programme for this month: 
 
Party Hunts   TBA. 
                               
Socials Field Trip to see Ron Marsdens trophy collection.  Meet 

at the Neil Hunt Park Club-rooms at 7.30pm.   
  October Wednesday 26th, 7:30pm  
  Neil Hunt Park Clubrooms, Tarawera Road, Rotorua. 
 
Range Shoot  Range itinerary for 2011 in this issue: 
    Contact Malcolm Perry.        
             

 
Cover Photo: Caleb Fawcett’s first hunting trip shooting goats with dad – East Coast 
2011.   
 
If you have a photograph that would be suitable for the cover please contact the 
Newsletter editor, Elvis Bowring on 350 3230 or ebowring@gmail.com. 
 
Thanks to: Konica Minolta (1190 Pukaki Street, Rotorua) for printing our newsletter.  The 
best address for quality and affordable copying and document solutions!  
 
Advertising prices: If you would like to advertise in this publication, costs are as follows:  
Full page $150 (for 11 issues) 
Half page  $75 (for 11 issues) 
Single issue adverts can be arranged if required. 
 
NOTE: GROUND FILL WILL BE DROPPED OFF AT THE RANGE IN THE FUTURE.  
TRUCKS CAN SHOW UP AT ANY TIME.  IF A TRUCK APPEARS ALL SHOOTING IS 
TO CEASE IMMEDATELY UNTIL THE TRUCK HAS LEFT THE RANGE. 
 

DISCLAIMER: As the contents of this magazine come from various sources, the opinions or ideas expressed are not 
necessarily endorsed by this committee or by National Executive, nor may they conform to branch or national policy. 
The official publication of the NZDA is the ‘NZ Hunting and Wildlife’ 
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Presidents Report 
 
Hi all 
 
Spring is here and the grass is starting to grow so it shouldn’t be long before 
the same growth will be starting up in the hills and we will all be heading in for 
some much needed meat and sausages etc come Christmas.  But I have 
heard that the price of wild venison in Germany is strong and the machines 
are out shooting for this market.  Around 50 deer a week are being taken form 
Ohakune area for processing; this is also happening in the Wiaoeka Area with 
one Station owner allowing the machine crew to harvest off his farm for an 
order, he gets a cut.  So the pressure is once again on the deer population, 
and still poisoning is on going. 
 
Last week Murray Rob and I ventured over to the Tauranga Branch HQ for 
meeting with MSC.  We are looking at doing a. Outdoor Leader Course so we 
will have enough members to cover the Hunts courses.  It was an interesting 
meeting.  While there I had a yarn to Keith Theobold.  He is in charge of their 
new range at Tec Park.  We studied an aerial photo and its huge.  They will 
have at least 3 ranges, one of which will be a  900m range. 
 
They have also trained up around 11 guys (I think he said) to be range 
officers.  This is to do with the cert out there and there may have to be a range 
officer present when you want to shoot.  No just dashing out to the range for 
quick site in then!  This may have to do with the park as a whole.  Our rage 
however is open to all paid members with no current expectation of requiring a 
range officer present, so you lot look after it and act accordingly while you are 
out there.  Remember the Pistol Club is next door and also the Black Powder 
Club and they will report back to us if any stupidity is going on. 
 
Well our social is Prize giving and that will be Wednesday 28th September, pot 
Luck with some pork roasts provided.  Paulger clan can we expect another 
chocolate pudding?  We will also present the Swazi prizes also so hope to see 
you there 
 
Cheers  
Colin 
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NZDA SOCIAL(s) 
 

October social: Field Trip to view Ron Marsden’s trophies 
 

Meet and leave from Rotorua Deerstalkers Club Rooms 

Neil Hunt Park,  
Wednesday 26th October, 7.30pm. 

 
All welcome.  We will vehicle share from the clubrooms.  
 
 

 
 
 

 

Wanted 
Good stories for newsletter. 

Any interesting articles. 
Any good photo’s of your hunting trips. 

Anything to buy or sell? 
Send to editor – nzdarotorua@gmail.com 

Or phone 021 066 7868 
 

 
 
 

 
NZDA ROTORUA WEBSITE IS ONLINE: 

 
CHECK OUT WWW.NZDAROTORUA.ORG.NZ 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
If you currently receive a postal copy of this newsletter and would like to 
receive an electronic (pdf) version instead, please drop me a line with 
your email address.   
 
Electronic copies are delivered faster, are cheaper to produce and are 
better for the environment.   
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Range report August 2011 
 

Sunday 7th not sure if 300M club shoot took place. 
 
Sunday 21st  Deer silhouette shoot, a very pleasant day with 5 or6 people in 
attendance, including a prospective member from out of town and his son. Some of 
our regulars to this shoot were not there but those that attended seemed to enjoy 
themselves. 
 
Coming Events: 
 
September: 
 
Sunday 4th 300M club shoot. 
Tuesday/Wednesday 6th & 7th, Tauranga A.O.S. have booked the range. 
Saturday 10th Cadets on range afternoon. 
Sunday 18th, A.M. Rimfire silhouette shoot. Starting at 1-30 P.M. Junior Swazi 
shoot. I have noticed some serious practicing going on with some of our Juniors so 
should be a good competition. 
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October: 
Saturday 1st Cadets have range booked 
Sunday 2nd 300M club shoot. 
Saturday 15th Central Regional Rimfire match; 3P @ 50 & 100M 10 shot matches 
Sunday 16th Central Regional Centrefire match; 100M Pr. Stand, Kneel; 200M Pr, 
St, Sit. 10 shot matches. 
 
November: 
Sunday 6th 300M club shoot. 
Sunday 20th Deer silhouette shoot, 300, 200, 100, & 50M. 
 
December: 
Sunday 4th 300M club shoot. 
Sunday 11th Family .22 Christmas shoot & B.B.Q. 
 
A couple of important matters: 
Members are reminded that if they take plastic bottles etc to the range PLEASE 
TAKE YOUR CRAP HOME!! I am sick of cleaning up after you. 
 
I have been advised there was recently some people on the range using .22 rifles 
and there were numerous ricochet’s happening.  There is evidence that there has 
been an electronic appliance placed about 10M in front of the 200M mound, on the 
ground and shot to pieces. 
 
People who persist in this sort of STUPID BEHAVOUR risk our range being lost for 
ever. 
Shots fired at targets so placed hit the range floor about 20 -30M out and bounce off 
the ground and tend to arc toward the Pistol club often over the berm. 
 
PEOPLE WHO WISH TO SHOOT .22 FROM UNDER THE 200M COVER SHOULD 
PUT TARGETS AT 50M IN FRONT OF THE SMALL BACKSTOP AT 50M.  IF YOU 
HAVE THE RANGE TO YOURSELF IT IS PREFFERABLE TO SHOOT .22 FROM 
THE 100m MOUND.  It is obvious that a lot of .22 shooting takes place from the 
open mound to the left of the cover and in this situation the targets should be of 
such a height that the bullets do not strike the ground until they reach the 100m 
mound. 
 
REMEMBER IT WILL ONLY TAKE ONE ERRANT SHOT TO CAUSE THE RANGE 
TO BE CLOSED, AND COULD HAVE SERIOUS CONSEQUENCES FOR THE 
SHOOTER. 
 
Time to reload, Malcolm. 
 
NOTE: GROUND FILL WILL BE DROPPED OFF AT THE RANGE IN THE FUTURE.  
TRUCKS CAN SHOW UP AT ANY TIME.  IF A TRUCK APPEARS ALL SHOOTING IS 
TO CEASE IMMEDATELY UNTIL THE TRUCK HAS LEFT THE RANGE. 
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Volunteers/NZDA Rotorua Projects Updates 
 
All projects are on hold to spring. 
 
Whirinaki Deer pen removal 
Waiting for word on the next lot of activites.  If you want any further information, or 
are able to help, please contact Colin or another committee member.   
 
Whirinaki Hut restoration 
If you would like to be involved in the Whirinaki Hut restoration, please contact Colin 
or any other committee member.  We will be doing one or two huts every year.  
Although we are working, there is ample time to get in some hunting as well. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SEE ME FOR 
BEST PRICES, BEST SERVICE, BEST REPAIRS 
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Central Regional Championship 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rotorua Branch NZDA Range 
Mead Road (off Tarawera Road) 

 
 

15th & 16th October 2011 
 

Start Time 
 
Range Opens: 8.30am - Saturday & 8.00am  Sunday 
 
Briefing: 9.30am - Saturday & 9.00am - Sunday 
 
Programme: Saturday 15th 60 Shot Rimfire, 3P @ 50 & 100m 
 Sunday 16th 60 Shot Centrefire, 4P @ 100 & 200m 
 (Normal National Matches) 
 
Entry Fee: Rimfire $25 
 Centrefire $30 
  
 
Refreshments: Complimentary Tea and Coffee provided 
 

Enquires:   M Perry  Ph/Fax: 07 348 4473 
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    ROTORUA 

 
 
 
 
 

Rotorua Hunting and Fishing, Cnr Lake Road & Fairy Springs Road, ROTORUA, 
Ph 07 349 6303. 
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The Outdoorsman Headquarters have a new hire product 
to offer. 
We have ACR Personal locator beacons available for 
hire seven days a week.  Hire rates are: 
Three days ( min)    $30.00                                 
Seven days     $40.00               
Second or subsequent weeks  
or part thereof     $30.00 week. 
This service is offered by the (Non Profit) Southland 
Locator Beacon Charitable Trust who has chosen The 
Outdoorsman as a service centre for this safety service to 
Rotorua and surrounding regions.   
Please direct your enquiries to our fishing and hunting 
department. 
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   ROTORUA – TAUPO 
   www.hamillsnz.co.nz 
 

Ridgeline Tornado Waterproof Jacket. 
 

Seam sealed, Quite-Tex two layer shell. 
Two deep cargo pockets. 
Full length double zip and button storm flap. 
Was $250.00 NOW $124.99.  
 

Ridgeline TOP TO TOE CAMO PACK. 
Normally $129.99 NOW $99.99. 
 

10% OFF ALL STORE PRODUCTS EXCLUDES ITEMS ON 
SPECIAL ON PRODUCING YOUR R.D.S. MEMBERSHIP CARD. 

 
www.hamillsnz.co.nz  
 

10% discount to all NZDA members – bring your membership card (discount excludes 
electronics, ammunition, firearms or already discounted items)  
 
 

 
 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 11

 

NEWSLETTER TO BRANCHES AND MEMBERS – August 29th 2011  
 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT STRATEGIES (CMSs) 
 

Matthew Lark has prepared a paper which offers advice and guidance on the new 
CMS format and proposed content, and on the matters that you could submit on 
along with information for submissions throughout the CMS process. 
 
We hope branches and individual members will contribute to informal meetings and 
workshops and by way of formal submissions to notified CMSD documents; we also 
hope that people will submit on CMSs which affect regions they hunt in outside of 
their branch or home region. You can offer real value by contributing ideas about 
places and game resources you hunt when away. 
 
The paper includes: 

• Things to look at while planning your submission 
• The new format 
• When and how to submit 
• Informal meetings and place surveys 
• Formal meetings  and hearings 
• Useful notes 
• National Executive involvement 
• The process in each region, people to contact, their details and the status of 

CMS process by region. 
 
You need to get involved in these. 
 
 
NATIONAL EXECUTIVE MINUTES 
 
These include (just naming a few) 

• Papers that the advisor to the National Executive has been working on on 
your behalf 

• Deer carcass breakdown monitoring 
• Outcomes of meetings with AHB 
• DOC/NGO meeting updates 

 
This is a great way of keeping abreast of what the national association is doing on 
your behalf. 
 
 
MORE CONFERENCE UPDATES 
 
1. NZDA National competition rules updated to include the changes no the AHT 
general rules, ie: 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 12

 
2A (i) Definition of a wild game animal - Entries for all categories of antler, horn 
and tusk 
 
Entries will be accepted from all feral self sustaining populations of game animals, 
whether these be from the acknowledged existing feral ranges of the animals or 
from new or satellite herds which have developed from natural spread, liberations or 
escapees. Escapees and animals taken with ear tags or evidence of ear tags or 
other identification markings are not eligible for entry into antler, horn and tusk 
competitions.] 
 
2a (ii) Eligibility for national antler, horn and tusk competitions in relation to fair 
chase. 
 
Entries will not be eligible if A TROPHY FEE HAS BEEN PAID. 
 
Entries will also not be eligible for entry if any of the following methods of taking a 
trophy(s) are used: 

• Must not have been taken in an enclosed area, ie behind deer wire or any 
such fence or fixture that impedes the animals’ unrestricted chance of escape 

• Must not have been restrained, ie in a snare, trap fence, etc 
• Must not have been taken with the aid of a spotlight or use of night vision 

equipment 
• Must not have been taken from an aircraft, powered vehicle or vessel 
• Must not have been coursed by dogs (with the exception of wild pigs) 
• Must not have been taken in a manner where animal behaviour has been 

intentionally influenced by the use of a powered craft 
 
2b. Trophy book record certificate entries – these have been posted to the branch 
for presentations. 
 
3. AHT medal recipients – these are currently being stuck and will be forwarded 
to the branches as soon as they have been received by the national office 
 
 
RECENT ADVOCACY 
 
Deerstalkers deplore EPA approval of MZP – the National Executive is again 
concerned to see yet another approval of yet another very toxin agent for use 
against possums. The Environmental Protection Agency’s (EPA) approval of 
importation for manufacture or release, of micro-encapsulation zinc phosphide 
(MZP) sees us taking a giant step backwards. This decision will see Pest-Tech 
importing a substance, which in paste form, may be more hazardous to handlers, 
dogs and non target species than ground based operations of 1080 are now. 
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SHOOTING EVENTS 
1. October 29th and 30th, Taiko Rifle Range, Timaru: Annual South Island Shoot: 
entry form, information on clubhouse, informal dinner, etc. Contact David Wood 
davidwood@xtra.co.nz 
2. November 5th Jack Dillon Memorial Range, Mountain Broad, Taupo: Taupo Prize 
Shoot and Big Balls Hunter Class Shoot:  schedules, information, format, rules, 
entry fees, etc. Again, the Taupo Branch will have a great selection of prizes to 
hand out in both their prize shoot and their new and highly successful Big Balls 
Hunter Class categories. Contact Margaret Seal whmmseal@xtra.co.nz  
 
 
DOUGLAS SCORE SEMINARS 
1. NZDA Wellington National office, suite 6, 45 – 51 Rugby Street (above Elite Gym 
Equipment), Saturday September 17th 
2. NZDA Auckland clubrooms, 7 Target Road, Point Chevalier. Saturday October 
8th 
 
 
GAZETTED WILDNERNESS AREAS – KEY QUESTIONS 
Question 1: What criteria should in included in a CMS to provide guidance for 
managing aerial access for management activities in gazetted wilderness areas? 
Question 2: What criteria should be included in a CMA that provides guidance for 
considering the appropriateness of aerially assisted wild animal control operations 
(WAROS) in gazetted wilderness areas? 
Question 3: Do you think concessions should be allowed in gazetted wilderness 
areas? Please explain. 
Question 4: If you think concession should be allowed in gazetted wilderness areas 
what activities are okay and under what conditions.  
 
Feedback is required by September 14th 2011. Sorry for the short notice, but this 
has only recently been brought the attention of NZDA.For more information email 
cmsnational@doc.govt.nz or visit the DOC website www.doc.govt.nz/cms  
 
BOOKS AND LIMITED EDITION KPENCIL DRAWING ORDER FORM 
 
Prints available: bull tahr, big Red, Chamois, big WapitiBig Game Series Books: 
Sika, Wapiti and Moose, Fallow deer, Red deer Part I, Red deer Part II, Rusa, 
Sambar and Whitetail - we have a limited number of books signed by Bruce Banwell 
– first in will get these. 
 
Regards 
 

Dianne Brown 
CEO 
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In the news 
 

FUR FLIES IN POSSUM SCRAMBLE BY MIKE BARRINGTON – THE DAILY POST (1 SEPTEMBER 
2011)  
 

From fashion to pet food, possums are paying off in terms of export growth and 
employment opportunities, says Mike Barrington. 
 

Competition to purchase possum fur is heating up in Northland, with buyers from 
two rival firms each offering $135/kg for fibre from the pest's pelt. 
 

As it takes up to 25 Northland possums to pluck a kilogram of fur, the marsupials 
are now worth around $5.50 each - about the same as their skins averaged 30 
years ago before animal-rights action overseas scuttled the natural fur fashion 
trade. 
 

The switch from skins to plucked fur, which manufacturers combine with wool to 
make light, warm garments, has seen possums rise in value, with their fur climbing 
from $50/kg in 2002 to $100 in 2008, $135 now and - hopefully - rising. 
 

Scott Candy, of Okaihau, has been buying Northland fur for several years, collecting 
more than 10 tonnes annually 
 

Scott buys for Basically Bush, which sells its possum fibre to Woolyarns, of 
Wellington, which blends it with merino wool to produce yarn used by fashion 
garment manufacturers such as Snowy Peak. 
 

Scott is now being challenged by Grant Montgomery, of Whangarei Heads, who is a 
buyer for Dawson Furs, of Whakatane, covering the Waitakeres in Auckland to 
Cape Reinga. 
 

And Dawson Furs offers possum catchers higher income as it buys tails - formerly 
without a market - skins and possum carcasses, which are used to make pet food. 
The company processed 70,000 of them last year. 
 

The tails fetch $135/kg and the carcasses - trapped or shot (no poison) and frozen 
with heads and claws off and the "green" guts removed - average $1.60 each. Skins 
bring $3-$6 green frozen and $8-$18 dried. 
 

Grant Montgomery, known as Monty, says Northland trappers could stockpile 
possum carcasses in their freezers. He would collect them when there was 50-
100kg to consign to Whakatane on a freezer truck. 
 

And Dawson Furs operations manager, Pat Condon, says the company will come to 
Northland fortnightly if it knows it can collect four to six tonnes of bodies. 
 

"We're looking at Northland as the next area where we could set up a base," he 
says. 
 

"Northland has no TB [tuberculosis) problem and it has the highest possum 
population in the country." 
 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 15

Mr Condon claimed killing possums with aerial drops of 1080 poison was costing 
the state $20 a possum, while Dawson Furs had created employment and turned 
the pest into exports worth $3 million last year. 
 

"Government authorities are wasting a resource which could help solve this 
country's unemployment issues," he says. 
 
 

FAKE RESCUE OF VERY REAL BENEFIT BY ANITA MORAN – THE DAILY POST (20 
SEPTEMBER 2011)  
 

A father and daughter who went for a walk up Mt Ngongotaha ended up having a 
sleepless night huddled under a log. 
 

But thankfully that was just a scenario used as a training exercise for Rotorua police 
Search and Rescue as well as Rotorua Land Search and Rescue volunteers. 
 

In the simulated scenario on Saturday, rescue teams were told the "duo" had gone 
for a walk up Mt Ngongotaha but had wandered off the Jubilee Track in the Violet 
Bonnington Reserve. Rescuers were told the pair had spent the night in the bush 
and the 12-year-old girl had slipped and broken her leg as they tried to make their 
way down the mountain in the morning. 
 

Detective Sergeant John Wilson of the Rotorua police, who heads the Search and 
Rescue squad, said the rescuers used skills they had learned since their training 
began this year. 
 

He said it was good that the rescuers could utilise Mt Ngongotaha for a training 
exercise. 
 

"This area, so close to Rotorua city, has all the features one would find in the back-
blocks," he said. "But is on our doorstep, and ideally suited for training purposes." 
 

Mr Wilson said the day began with a briefing to everyone. 
 

"It was given by none other than the lost party they would be looking for," he said. 
"Following this, Police Search and Rescue and Land Search and Rescue 
management planned how and where searching would take place, a radio network 
was set up and running, and then teams were deployed into the field." 
 

He said that by mid-afternoon the "lost party" was found near the summit of Mt 
Ngongotaha, where rescuers had to respond as if the child had broken a leg. 
 

"First aid was given and she was then carried on a stretcher approximately 3km to 
the carpark." 
 

Mr Wilson said the day was a resounding success from the perspective of all those 
involved. 
 

"For the new people to Search and Rescue, it reinforced all they had learned and 
put it into context for what really does happen during a search," he said. "For the 
police Search and Rescue squad, it left them heartened that in the event of a 
search, they now have a larger pool of skilled people to call on." 
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BEAR ATTITUDE KEPT LOST BOY GOING BY ALANA DIXON – STUFF.CO.NZ (30 AUGUST 
2011)  
 

Walking through 21 kilometres of bush by himself, Baily Read had just one thing 
running through his mind. "I thought, `it has to end somewhere'. So I just kept 
going," he said.  
 

Back at home in Winton yesterday, Baily, 10, said he had been pig hunting with two 
of his mother's friends near Lumsden on Sunday and became separated from them.  
 

They had disappeared into the scrub to chase a pig, telling him to stay behind in a 
clearing. Baily decided to go after them.  
 

Just a few short minutes later, he realised he was "really lost".  
 

Dressed in just a fleece T-shirt and trousers, unable to hear or see anybody else, 
and armed with a backpack containing bottled water, a couple of packets of potato 
chips and some chocolate bars, he battled through the rugged terrain for nearly five 
hours by himself.  
 

"It seemed like a whole day went by," he said.  
 

Yesterday, he was still nursing sore limbs, with his hands full of prickles from 
holding on to bushes while trying to climb up the steep hillside.  
 

The big fan of reality-show adventurer Bear Grylls knew he had to keep going in the 
same direction and had stopped to fill his drink bottle whenever he came across a 
creek.  
 

As his feet became sore, he even took off his walking boots to avoid blisters, 
spending much of his time walking in his socks, but despite the pain and growing 
panic, he had never thought to give up.  
 

"I was just determined to get out of the bush before it was dark, and cold. I just kept 
walking."  
 

Eventually, he heard signs of life – a busy road.  
 

But knocks on the doors of the first three houses he came across went unanswered. 
It was not until he stumbled across a dairy farm that his adventure was finally over.  
 

"There was a lady there, and I just said `do you know the way to Winton, or how I 
can ring my mum'," he said.  
 

His mother, Katrina Read, said the phone call to let her know her son had been 
missing, but had been found unharmed, had been a huge shock.  
 

She had immediately jumped in the car to be by his side. Then her thoughts had 
turned to her "absolutely frantic" two friends, who had called the police and were still 
combing the countryside looking for Baily.  
 

Baily, a keen outdoorsman who had also escaped unscathed after a few motorbike 
scrapes, seemed to have incredibly good luck, Ms Read said.  
 

"If only he was old enough to buy a Lotto ticket."  
 



POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET          POSITIVELY IDENTIFY YOUR TARGET 17

- The Southland Times 
 
 

LOST TRAMPERS USE FLASHLIGHT TO GUIDE RESCUERS – STUFF.CO.NZ (08 SEPTEMBER 
2011)  
 

Two German trampers who became lost while walking the Tongariro Crossing used 
a flashlight to help guide the crew of the YouthTown Trust Rescue Helicopter to 
their location.  
 

The men, aged 19 and 20 and both named Julian, started their hike at the 
Mangatepopo Rd this morning and made it to the Emerald Lakes where they lost 
their way in snow and low cloud, Taupo police search and rescue spokesman Barry 
Shepherd said.  
 

After misreading their map they ended up at Oturere Hut in the early afternoon and 
decided to head for the Desert Rd.  
 

But they became lost again and with daylight fading decided to call police for help.  
 

YouthTown Trust Rescue Helicopter pilot Nat Every said the helicopter was 
scrambled at 6pm tonight after the men called for help with darkness approaching.  
 

Talking to the rescue crew on a mobile phone, the trampers used the sound of the 
helicopter to guide them, although the task was made difficult as English was their 
second language, Every said.  
 

The pair then used a flashlight to direct the rescue crew to their exact position.  
 

Despite being well prepared, the men were extremely happy to be rescued, Every 
said.  
 

"You could hear the excitement and relief in the man's voice over the phone as we 
go closer to them. By the time we got overhead they sounded ecstatic."  
 

- The Dominion Post 
 
 

SOLDIERS GET RIFLES WITH GREATER RANGE BY VERNON SMALL – STUFF.CO.NZ (12 
SEPTEMBER 2011) 
 

New Zealand soldiers in Afghanistan have been shipped more powerful weapons 
after fears the range of their existing small arms was too short to counter insurgent 
attacks.  
 

The shipment includes 10 Marksman 7.62mm rifles and upgrades to the sights of 
the workhorse Steyr 5.56mm rifles, but they are still waiting for other promised 
upgrades.  
 

Soldiers in New Zealand have not had their rifles upgraded.  
 

The poor range of the Steyrs was highlighted in the report into the death of 
Lieutenant Timothy O'Donnell last year and in an April Defence Ministry 
procurement report.  
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It said operations in Afghanistan "have identified a need to be able to conduct 
precision engagements at ranges greater than can be achieved with the current in-
service weapon".  
 

It said the army's 13,000 Steyrs were "not powerful enough to identify accurately 
adversaries and ineffective at ranges greater than 200 metres".  
 

Defence Minister Wayne Mapp said the priority was weapons in service in theatre, 
such as in Afghanistan.  
 

Full replacement would take place over a longer period. "I am confident that in 
Afghanistan itself the issues have been dealt with."  
 

The Defence Force last month requested that pictures not be published revealing 
the Marksman rifles were in Afghanistan, citing operational security reasons.  
 

But Dr Mapp confirmed after the procurement report was made public that the rifles 
had been deployed.  
 

"When you post these evaluation reports you have to post what has actually 
happened. The trouble is the report is well out of date. The Marksman rifle is 
already in service," Dr Mapp said.  
 

The ministry report also highlighted increased costs and delays in acquiring and 
deploying weapons.  
 

Not one of 10 new and upgraded weapons systems, approved by Cabinet at a cost 
of $36 million in 2008, had been fully implemented yet. They included new machine 
guns, shotguns, sniper rifles and grenade launchers.  
 

Dr Mapp said the issue with shotguns was being "progressively fixed". A report he 
had seen suggested the army was reasonably happy with its sniper rifles. But it was 
taking time to acquire powerful long-range Barrett sniper rifles.  
 

The grenade launchers were being deployed and new machine guns were "going 
through at the moment for operational needs".  
 

After the attack on Lieutenant O'Donnell's armoured Humvee, the Defence Force 
also shipped 10 light armoured vehicles to the troops in Bamiyan province to boost 
protection and fire power.  
 

FIREPOWER  
 

Lieutenant-Colonel Vern Bennett says New Zealand troops in Afghanistan have: 10 
Marksman rifles, one per squad; Steyr rifles with improved sights; Single-shot M03 
grenade launchers fitted to Steyr rifle; 7.62mm Arctic sniper rifle; 9mm SIG Sauer 
pistols;  
 

Shotguns will be confirmed when they are brought into full service next year.  
 

- Stuff 
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Club Contacts   
Postal address:  PO Box 857, Rotorua 
Email:   nzdarotorua@gmail.com  web: www.nzdarotorua.org.nz  
 

Patron   Des Jenkins 
Honorary Solicitor Barry Rodgers    
Life Members  Des Jenkins 

Rod Houghton  Ph 332 2577 
Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
Owen Rumble    
Gary Winslade 

Honorary Member  Ross Burton 
Investment Trustees Keith Billington 
    Rod Houghton 
    Des Jenkins 
     

Branch Executive 
President   Colin Petersen  Ph 343 9481 
Vice President   Dennis Price  Ph 348 4343 
Treasurer   Darryn Cosgrove  Ph 348 4496 
Secretary   Elvis Bowring  Ph 350 3230 
Hunts Convenor  Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 

Murray Robson  Ph 345 5160 
 

Committee Members 
Range   Malcolm Perry  Ph 348 4473 
    Ron Marsden  Ph 362 8542 
Socials    Scott Russell  Ph 343 9383 
Search and Rescue Cliff Graham  Ph 362 8883 
Webmaster   Ralph Price   Ph 357 2786 
Tines Editor                 Elvis/Scott   Ph 350 3230/343 9383 
    Neil Fawcett   Ph 350 2233 
    Josh McIver   Ph 347 4380 
    Lance Price   Ph 333 1625 
 

Range Keys 
Any person who wishes to have a range gate key for the private use of our range must be a 
CURRENT FINANCIAL MEMBER of the Branch and must obtain a key from Hamills, 
Outdoorsman HQ or Serious Shooters at a cost of $20.00 per year.  Your membership card must 
be produced at the time of key purchase.  Keys may not be lent or passed on to other persons, 
whether they are members or not.  Non-Members can only enter the Range if accompanied by a 
current Financial Member. Any use of the range by non-members requires prior approval of the 
committee.  
 

Membership Costs (Rotorua Branch) 
Senior = $90 (full benefits at local and national branch level) 
Associate = $60 (Unable to vote or enter national competitions. Does not receive H&W) 
Junior = $25 (Must be less than 18 years of age as at March 1st 2011.  Full benefits apart from voting rights.) 
Student = $40 (Must be attending a tertiary institute or undergoing an apprenticeship.  Proof must be provided.) 
Superannuant = $50 (Over 65 as at March 1st 2011. Full benefits) 
Family = $5 (Children or grandchildren) 
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